
 

Friday September 1st 1820 

 

Only heard two Shots fired this Day 

 

Sent Hobbs for Dr. Robertson 

 

Hobbs returned to say that he was from Home and had been out all Night 

 

Violent Rheumatic Pains in the joints of my Shoulder 

 

Mr. Kinnear came down to Walk at ½ past Seven 

 

Breakfasted at ½ past Eight. 

 

Wrote a Letter requesting Dr. Shorland to call upon me. Pike returned to say Dr. Shorland was not at 

Home. 

 

Meat screen and jack to me from Bath – present of  (illegible) 

 

Mrs. Bridle paid me a Visit and introduced Mrs. Warren and Mr. Protheroe to me.  I told her we 

should be hanged for disobeying orders about Females coming to visit me. 

 

Dr. Shorland came (an inteligent(sic) Man) about 3 o’clock had a long talk with him about my 

Rheumatism and other matters he perfectly agrees with me about certain matters Said he would send 

me some pills and see me again.  He spoke very highly of Mrs. Bridle – not so favourable of him but I 

understand they have had a quarrel.  He appears to understand the Politics of the Prison pretty 

correctly.  He gives us a very different account from what we have before heard as to the means of 

attaining Meat, food – poultry etc. in fact he has given me some light of life – and has sent me a Box 

of Pills into the bargain. 

          Sept. 1st 1820 

Received a Present of Apples and a Cheese from Mr. Cotton (illegible) 

 

Sir      Take notice that I have not kept my Horse or had any Carriage in my possession since August 

1819 – That I have now no Dog, Horse, Carriage or Servant and as a person is only kept to take care 

of and air Middleton Cottage till I return in October 1822, I hope I shall not be called upon to pay any 

more Taxes as I sincerely trust  that Taxation will be abolished before that time. 

           H. Hunt 

Mr. B (illegible) Assessor of Taxes Longparish 

 

Saturday Sept. 2nd 1820 ------------------------- 

 

Dr. Robertson came in he informs me that Bridle, young Trent and himself (the redoubtable 

deputation) went to See Lord Abbey  Thursday and returned to Ilminster where they staid(sic) 2 days 

and one Night.  Hobbs did not know where they were gone. 

 

Took Pills sent by Dr. Shorland, very Sick this Morning. 



 

Great doings in the Borough of Ilchester this Morning many of Lord Darlingtons Workers reeling 

about the Street Drunk before Breakfast.  The Horse Radish  arrived last Night.  Each of Darlingtons  

Yellows who voted at the last Election had 30 Guineas those who voted at the two last Elections have 

45 Guineas each. 

 

Marshall was called out of his Bed last Night and told that the Horse Radish was come he got up and 

walked up and down before his door a few times when a man told him to go in and smoke his pipe in 

a few minutes a tap was given at the Door and two fingers of a Hand was thrust in with a Letter.  

Marshall took the Letter and the Door was closed. It contained 45£. 

 

Jim Culleford the Butcher has received nothing and is very outrageous(sic) .  Dr. Shorland was bail 

for  him some time since for 40£ but Jim has said that he would never pay it therefore the Dr. has by 

some means fingered the Butchers Election Bribe and has stopped the man’s tax pay himself.  A great 

row between them this Day. 

 

Jim Pitman swears that unless he has a place found him to keep him well without work that he will 

blow them all. 

 

I have learned that Bridle Robinson and Trent (? )  went with Mrs. Stayner to a Ball at Ilminster at Mr. 

Stayners Father’s. 

 

Received a Hare and a Brace of Birds from Mr. Carter. 

 

Bridle came down to say that he had got a Patent Machine to go on the Top of my Chimney. 

 

Gave Mr. Bridle a Hare for Mrs. Bridle. 

 

Roasted a piece of Beef with the New Jack and Screen – Received fruit. 

 

Saturday 2nd September continued 

 

Marginal Note:  My friends refused admittance altho Bridle brings his Friends Strangers at all Hours 

 

Mr. James Jukes an Old Servant of my Father came to see me with his Son in Law he came at ¼ past 

12 o’clock and as he knew Bridle he begged(sic) hard to be permitted to come down to see me but 

Bridle refused him, altho’ he could bring his Friends down at any time to Mr. Hempson an Attorney 

of Bath; a Bum from Carey Street, his Uncle a Hag – Trent and Robinson to consult about the 

Ilchester Address – Counselor(sic) Williams soon after 8 o’clock in the Morning.  Two young Ladies 

Williams nieces at the same time all Friends of his and all brought out of Hours.   

 

Dr. Shorland and Miller the Carpenter for the disposal of the Money to pay the Voters – they are all 

mad Drunk and making a great noise.  Bribery going on in the most barefaced manner openly and 

unblushingly - - -  

 

To Sir Charles Warwick Bampfylde of Hardington Park, Baronet --------------- 

 



We the Commissioners appointed by His Majestys Commission under the Great Seal of the United 

Kingdome of Great Britain, and Ireland for the purpose of inquiring into the State of Ilchester Gaol – 

Do hereby require you to be and appear before us at the said Gaol on Monday next at nine o’clock in 

the Morning to testify the truth according to your knowledge touching the said Gaol, and the 

management thereof.  Given under our hands this 9 day of June 1821. 

 

      Signed  

Summoned at the         ) 

insistance(sic)  of Mr. Hunt   ) 

       Thos. Escourt 

       C.G.Mundy 

J. D. Phelps 

Sunday Sept. 3rd 1820 

 

Took Dr. Shorlands Pills for the Rheumatism Pain on the points of my Shoulders still continues. 

 

Marginal Note: Wyatts shirt stopped as a punishment for speaking (some words too close to the 

binding to read) had sent last Sunday as smelling of Brimstone 

 

Wyatt tells me that he is to have no County Shirt today, but Sunday the Shirt that was brought to him 

stunk very strong of Brimstone he asked to have another as Mr. H and Mr. K would smell him if he 

wore that he did this very civilly but no Shirt was brought.  This Morning Bailey had a New County 

Shirt brought him but Wyatt was told that as he complained last Week there was none for him, he 

replied that he did not complain he only asked civilly for another Shirt because that brought for him 

had been worn by a  person who had the Itch and smelt very strong of Brimstone, he did not care 

about the smell himself or the danger of catching the Itch but all that he wished to have it exchanged 

for was because when he got warm it would be very unpleasant for Mr. Hunt and Mr. Kinnear.  The 

answer was that no Shirt would be found for those who had any of their own and they immediately 

gave Bailey a county Shirt altho(sic)  they knew that he had two as good Shirts of his own as any of 

the Turnkeys. 

 

This is another convincing proof (if any other were wanting) that to complain or even ask for anything 

to be altered is sure to bring down punishment upon the heads of those who complain or remonstrate 

in this Jail –  

 

Marginal Note: Riot at Dr. Shorlands House by the Cullifords and others excited to violence by 

_________________ 

 

Dr. Robinson came in and informed me of what was going on last night out in the Town of  Ilchester 

amongst the Electors Bribery, Rank and barefaced bribery – 45£ for each of Lord Darlingtons Voters 

who voted for his Friends at the 2 last  Elections and 30£ each for those who only Voted at the last 

Election for the Blues 

 

Great row and riot in the front of the Inn.  The Cullefords abusing Dr. Shorland most grossly for 

having stopped his Bribe  - big Jim’s. 

 



Certain person giving the party liquor to drink in Mr. Stainers Tap and urging and exciting them on 

against  Shorland very shameful, and very dangerous work this and a bad example considering who it 

was 

 

Bridle and Robertson at Stainers with the lights and looking on etc. etc. etc. 

 

Sunday Sept 3 continued                                              important 

 

Mr. White came in to order some more Breakfast Powder he gave me a full account of what was 

going on in the Town also the full particulars of the Riot at Dr. Shorlands etc he said young Culleford 

went into the Drs house and tried to break open the Kitchen Door to get at Dr. Shorland they used the 

most infamous Language called him a bugger and threatened him with violence – he added that the Dr. 

was gone to swear the Peace against them at Yeovil this Morning.  All the Yellows drunk and only 2 

of them at Work Yesterday - - - Many persons in Ilchester owe him money. 

 

Marginal note:  Ilchester politics. 

 

Bridle and Robinson with Mr. Kinnear in the Factory Yard.  Bridle boisterously hailed me “How do 

you do Mr. Hunt”  I gave him to understand that I knew all that was passing he affected at first to be 

ignorant of the particulars of the Transactions of Bribery but at length it came out that he knew all, 

which of course he did.   

 

Marginal note:  Ilchester politics from Bridle. 

 

he inveigled loudly against Shorland for stopping back Cullefords Money and the open and barefaced 

manner in which the Bribes of 45 and30£ was given in the presence of a 3rd and 4th   person that it 

must lead to mischief, and he appeared sensibly and poignantly to feel that all his golden dreams 

about making a Fortune off the Borough were now really more like phantoms than solid Pudding.  He 

said he would be damned if he would not have managed it better he would have had a Punch like the 

Shaftesbury Punch and he would be damned if he had had the management of it, if he would not have 

had the money paid by a person who had never been seen in Ilchester and who never should have 

been seen there – and he appeared to me very much to regret and very indignant that he had not been 

employed to pay those Bribes to the Voters that I know he had so great a share in procuring by 

promises, which, Shorland his greatest Enemy is                                       to realise.  I can only say that 

he appears to me to be very sorry that he has not been selected to play the Villain which he feels that 

he could do with a better grace than his Neighbour and Rival 

 

Marginal Note:  Election Bribery  Horseradish  

 

Sept. 3         Sunday Sept. 3 continued, important 

 

Bridle swore vehemently that if he were Culleford and Shorland had stopped back his Election Money 

he’d be damned if he did not inform against him for Bribery.  He said all this in the factory yard loud 

enough for any one to hear every word of it in Tuson’s Garden. 

 

Marginal Note:  Ilchester politics Horseradish 

 



He asked if my 4th No. was come down yet I told him no that it was delayed publishing in 

consequence of some delay of the parcel.  

 

He had been enquiring particularly of where when (unclear) 4th No. would come down  – he will see it 

soon enough. 

 

Pike came in to say that he was going to lock the Door as it was Chapel time I said very well, he 

hoped I was not offended with him for locking me in last Sunday as he was ordered to do it.  I replied 

that I was prepared now but I was unprepared last Sunday---------------------- 

 

Wyatt returned from Capel(sic) and said Bridle was there this is the fourth time he has been there in 4 

months since I came.  Parson preached a political and religious sermon. 

 

Marginal Note:  Bridle’s 4 time. 

 

Mr. Bridle and Mrs., and Miss Hobbs came to us in the Factory Yard – I understand young 

Culliford(sic) is in custody at the Tap of the Bell for Assaulting and threatening Violence to Dr. 

Shorland.  Old Culleford(sic) has struck the Constable and threatens rescue – Bridle and Robinson are 

gone towards the Bell the Cullifords(sic)  are some of Bridles cronies – he appears rather incautious 

for a Man in his Situation. 

 

I told Miss Hobbs that I should send up some Spoons tomorrow. 

 

Bridle and Mr. Goodford  of Yeovil at War this accounts for the insinuations that have been so often 

thrown out about Mr. Goodford. 

 

Monday Sept. 4th 1820 

 

It is four months this day  that I received the infamous Sentence of the Court of Kings Bench – To be 

imprisoned Two Years and Six Months. 

 

It was a fortnight yesterday since this Sentence was doubled fourfold by the additional Sentence of the 

famous Grand Jury at the Wells Assizes which cruel and infamous Sentence was signed by the 

notorious John Wiltshire of Shockerwick and nineteen other Magistrates [I know them all] 

empowering their tool Bridle to inflict the greatest Torture upon me, and which this Hulk educated 

Monster executed with a premeditated cold blooded savageness never surpassed by the bold-thirsty 

agents of the most cruel unfeeling and remorseless Tyranny. 

 

The Town is up in Arms Soldiers arrived and the Constable with their assistance has taken Big Jim 

the Butcher into Custody – Old Culliford.  What will his friend Bridle say to this. 

 

Mr. White came in he informed me that they took Big Jim as he was escaping.  That Dr. Shorland was 

obliged to have a guard with him all day yesterday and this day as these fellows threatened Violence – 

that a great many of the Yellows are very much dissatisfied and the particularly those who did not 

Vote last time not being qualified – Ordered some breakfast powder. 

 

Young Culliford has just escaped out of the Tap Window and as he was runing(sic) over the Bridge 

Davis knocked him down and he was secured again.  What will Bridle say to Davis? 



 

Mr. Jones came again to take Mr. Kinnears (Miniature?)  Jones is a debtor in the upper or Gentlemans 

Ward – Where they experience the most infamous and unwarrantable treatment.  Sundays those that 

do not attend Chapel are locked in to their Sitting Room and out of their Bed Room without any 

convenience to ease the calls of Nature.  They the Debtors are not permitted to go into their Bed 

Rooms at all in the day time, in the Winter time they are locked into the Sitting Room soon after 4 

o’clock and not allowed to go to their Bed Room till Ten nearly 6 Hours without any access to the 

Necessary. And in their Bed Room were(sic) 10 to 15 persons Sleep they have only one Night Stool 

among them.  The Debtors Wives are allowed to come in to their Sitting Room where they all mix 

indiscriminately together but they are not allowed to be in private with their Husbands nor permitted 

to go into their Bed Room with them. What an  infamous, indecent,  irreligious, immoral proceeding.  

This least to the most indecent disgusting consequences.  Some go with their Wives into the 

Necessary (then in brackets might say ‘bare arsed to Wit’ – I’m not sure about this)  others by a 

Signal, by sticking a Fork into the Table, get all the other Men to leave the Room while they Kiss 

their Wives -   -   - Horrible! Horrible!!!  mockery of morality.  Others go to the Conversation Room.   

A peep into this Prison will be a good specimen of morality.  Is it possible there should be anything so 

infamous and disgusting in any other Jail for Debt in Europe? I say no.  These moral Gentry of 

Somersetshire have passed and sanctioned Such proceedings as are revolting to human nature. 

 

The Two Cullifords are returned with Blue colours flying in their Hats.  They are bailed and bound 

over to appear at the Sessions.  These are Bridles cronies which he plays off upon Shorland – Bridle 

refused Handover and the High Constable to use of Handcuffs etc.  

 

Tuesday Sept. 5th 1820 

 

Mr. Jones came to take Mr. Kinnears Miniatures. 

 

Received a Parcel 50 memoirs from Dolby letter for Mr. Kinnear. 

 

Marginal Note:  Bridle’s Ilchester Bribery. 

 

Bridle came down foaming at the Mouth against Shorland told us the whole affair in his way about 

the Cullifords how Shorland had detained Old Culliford’s Election Money alias Bribe for his Voting 

for Dr. Lushington  and Sir. Isaac Coffin 45£ said that Shorland had gone about disguised giving 

away the Bribes – Bribes for 2 Elections 45£ for one only 30£.   He boasted of having procured Bail 

for those Ruffians and in fact of his being their only Friend.  Said that Shorland had sent for Big Jim 

ten times to make it up when he was at Yeovil before the Magistrates came.  Said that both the 

Cullifords had offered to do any thing in the World for him that he wished – a Brace of pretty ruffians 

in such hands – I am very happy that these are not at  his disposal in the Gaol – He appeared very 

much delighted that Healy(?) had got hold of them for Sir Wm. Manners and said that he has sent off  

an express to Sir William and he’d be Damned if Sir William did not do something in it.  Bridle will 

go over to the other party. 

 

Mr(sic). Shorland came in to see me Rheumatic Pains in my Shoulders not any better for his Pills yet.  

He give a very different account of matters in the Town relative to the conduct of the Cullifords, he 

blames Bridle for interfering with the matter and says that from the situation he holds he ought to aid 

and assist  to preserve the peace instead of bribing and instigating  others to a breach of the peace - he 

knows that Bridle refused to lend any Handcuffs and that he endeavoured to prevail upon the Soldiers 



to proceed on their march although they had been called in to aid and assist the civil Power he knows 

Bridle obtained Bail for them.  I gave him a Letter to empower him to open my Body with Mr. Davis 

of Andover in case of my Death while I am in this Jail – To ascertain the cause of it. 

 

Wednesday September 6th 1820 

 

Mr. White came in and had 12 of No. 4 of my Memoirs -  left me 

I Yard of Black Shaloon 

1 Table Cloth Ditto  12/6 

 

Dr. Robertson came in also 

 

My Bed, Bedhead and Furniture arrived from Middleton Cottage 

6 Knives and Forks and Carving Ditto also another Silver Spoon and Fork 

2 Chairs Bed Carpets Counterpanes 5 Blankets Bolster 2 Pillows 

I have now 1 Counterpane 5 Blankets 2 pairs of Sheets 2 Pillow Cases in Bed linen. 

 

Mr. Kinnear informs me that Mr. Bridle paid him a Visit of an Hour this Morning and he appeared 

very grave about my experience of the Jail discipline in my 4th No. of Memoirs - - 

 

Sent home Mrs. Bridles Bed, Bed Head and Furniture Coverlets Blankets etc. and a pair of Sheets 

pillowcases he left behind. 

 

Had my own little Tent Bed put up instead. 

 

Mrs. Vince Miss Gray and Miriam goes this day to Storrington. 

 

Bridle proposing to Hobbs to get him a better situation. 

 

He reported Hobbs to the Magistrates about 6 weeks ago and threatened to report Mrs. Hobbs – Does 

he wish to get rid of Hobbs and is Wife – because they know too much? 

 

(Small piece of paper fastened in with this list:) 

Looking Glass wash 

hand Stand Jug 2 Basin 

water decanter Glass vase 

fire irons Chairs 

Chamber          Dish Cloth 

Broken things are to be  

paid for But no pay  

for the use of any thing 

1 Salting pan 

1 Cream Jug 

1 Small fork 

1 Small plate 

Dressing Table 

2 Silver Tea Spoons 

 



Thursday Sept. 7th 1820 

 

Jones came down at 10 - - 

 

20 Minutes past one o’clock the Eclipse began on the north side of the Sun. 

 

This moment ½ past one o’clock while I am writing it is getting very dark like half an hour after Sun 

Set.  The Sun is three parts covered. 

 

The Air is very Cold – like the Evening. 

 

This moment 55 Minutes past one the Sun is very near a Total Eclipse as  (here is a small horse-shoe 

shape) 

 

At 2 0’clock the Sun begins to increase and the Eclipse is going off 

 

Wyatt and myself mixing Fritters in the midst of the Eclipse. 

 

Clouds are come over and have overspread the Firmament and the Sun cannot now be Seen ½ past 2 

o’clock quite cold. 

 

Bridle came down and remained with me during the Height of the Eclipse and remained in the Factory 

with us an Hour. 

 

Wyatt spoke to Mr. Bridle again about a Table in the Kitchen who said he would order one to be made 

but he called Wyatt a Fool in the presence and hearing of Mr. Kinnear. 

 

Bridle was full of the Election affair and impressed upon Mr. Kinnears mind that he wanted me to 

take up the affair of Shorlands Bribing the Voters.  Mr. Kinnear told him he did not believe that I 

would undertake it to serve him or his purpose but in case I had any thing to do with it I should do it 

upon public grounds and with an idea of exposing the System of Bribery and Corruption altogether. 

 

Mrs. Bridle and Mrs. Hobbs with Maria in the Factory. 

 

Mrs. Hobbs said that she had refused a Couple of nice Fowels(sic) for 2d and the Woman wished to 

bring them to us but Pike told her it was no use to go down as we contracted with Mrs. Handover(?). 

 

Friday Sept. 8th 1820 

 

Dr. Robertson came in. 

 

We have heard of two oxen being killed in the Town but we cannot see any of the Beef altho’ Mr. 

Kinnear has expressed a great wish to have come of it. 

 

Bridle came down and staid(sic) more than an Hour – ordered a Table in Wyatts Ward – very surly 

with Wyatt – he appeared to Wish to have some conversation with me and when the Factory Door 

was open and Mr. Kinnear went out to Walk he remained behind with me and appeared very anxious 

to say something but could not get it out at last I mentioned that big Jim had been in with some Meat 



but that I could not make anything of his story that he looked wither drunk or foolish.  Bridle 

launched out against the conduct of Shorland and said that the most open and barefaced Bribery had 

been committed, that Jim Culliford was wishing and ready to swear it – He wished the Borough could 

be disfrancised(sic) and hinted that he would procure materials if I would endeavour to do it, he said 

that for 2 Hogsheads of Cider or Beer he could get all  in Ilchester to swear anything that he wished 

them to swear.  He  talked most incoherently but swore that he would be damned if he did not do all in 

his power to disfrancise(sic) the Borough.  Thus he would inflict Vengeance upon the Whole of his 

friends and supporters to be revenged upon Shorland.  I say again that he will go over to Mr. William 

Manners if they will have him – altho’ he was proposing to Mr. Kinnear and me the way how he 

could bring in a third Man which was to promise 40£ instead of 30 – by Sending Mr. Merryman or a 

person dressed up with the figures of 40 all over him and he would take care that they should know 

what it meant and swore that they would take his Word.  I think he will do some desperate thing.   He 

swore a great deal in the Factory Yard. 

 

Sent parcel to London Mr. K. and  myself. 

 

Saturday   September 9th 1820 

 

Mr. Hobbs out all day yesterday – Stafford Jail hunting. 

 

Mr. Jones came down to Mr. Kinnear, he says the Debtors are liable to great extortion and imposition 

a Boot Maker by the name of Collard complained about a Woman charging  2 pence for bringing a 

parcel from the Inn.  Bridle came down to him and took him severely to task for making complaints 

and told him if any  of them found fault with the people again in the same way he would shut up their 

Window and not permit anyone to come to sell them anything.  What an infamous horrible thing to 

prevent Debtors from laying out the little money they have to the best advantage. 

 

This again confirms the fact that in this prison to complain is to draw down the infliction of 

punishment. 

 

Complaint is always the forerunner of Restriction or punishment here. 

 

Hobbs returned to lock up the Factory in the Evening - - - -we saw a Man tieing(sic)up a heavy Fetter 

and asked what he had that on for was answered that he was under sentence of Transportation that he 

was a Clothier and a very clever fellow.  It is the practice of this Jail if a clever handy fellow is 

sentenced he is not sent off but kept at the discretion of the Jailor if he pleases he has a chance of 

having his Sentence remitted but the moment he gives any offence he is sent off to Wit the Taylor(sic) 

– So that a Convict male or female is kept back from receiving the Sentence of the court at the Will 

the pleasure the fancy of the Jailor and after having remained here for years under the expectation of 

having their Sentence remitted or a  mitigation of it, at the caprice of the same Jailor all the severity of 

the original Sentence can be revived and carried into effect To Wit the female (long space here)  who 

was at work frequently in Bridles Kitchen and house during a great part of the time Mr. Kinnear has 

been here and of course expecting a mitigation of her Sentence was packed off without notice or 

without cause being assigned 

 

Saturday Sept. 9 continued 

 



by the same power and at the will of him who had thought  her worthy  of being employed about his 

own house and even person for nearly 2 years.  I alluded to females being kept back at the will of the 

Jailor and to a circumstance that occurred some time back with one of the Females – Hobbs said that 

Job has cost him 20£ a Year ever since for the Magistrates having heard of it  gave an order that no 

officer of the Prison should in future employ any female Prisoner in his House so that the poor fellow 

who had nothing to do with this Moral Transaction was (for the vile – these three words ruled out) 

made to suffer in consequence of the Vile propensities of others. 

 

Rec’d Basket of Game from Mr. Akerman a Brace of Hares and 2 Brace of Partridges – but as they 

were sent by the North Devon Coach to Somerton they came here about 1 o’clock full of Maggots 

therefore I sent them out again  - gave the Man 2-6 (£2 6 shillings, or 2 shillings and 6 pence – not 

clear) 

 

Basket of Vegetables from Jones at Bath (illegible), also a present of a Partridge. 

 

Mr. Pope came and purchased 26 No. 4 memoirs 16/- 

 

Sunday Sept. 10th 1820 

 

Address to the unbridled Electors of Ilchester 

 

Hobbs I suspect is out again place Hunting. 

 

Pike came and informed me very civilly that it was Chapel time and wished to know if I would like to 

go – I replied no – he then very civilly asked if I wanted any thing in the Yard before he locked up or 

if I wanted any thing he could do.  This is the proper way of doing things if it must be done. 

 

4 lb of Tea  2/6 

 

Parcel from London Dolby Registers (illegible)  etc. etc. etc. 

 

Bridle came down and walked some time with Mr. Kinnear in the Factory  he was very indignant at 

the Address to the unbridled Electors. 

 

He was not at Chapel this Day. 

 

Monday Sept. 11th 1820 

 

Mrs. Bridle and Mrs. Ball of Wells and her Daughter Mrs. Goss with her intended.  Mr. Henerey(?) 

came in and sat with me nearly half an Hour between 12 and One o’clock .  This is the Woman that 

exhibits her Daughters at the Window of the Star Inn always when the Bath & Exeter Mail passes and 

changes Horses in Wells. 

 

Mr. Bridle visited Mr. Kinnear last Night. 

 

Tuesday Sept. 12th 1820 

 



Mr. Robertson came in to Dinner and was turned out by Pike before he had scarcely swallowed his 

Pudding.  Jones came to Mr. Kinnear. 

 

Wednesday Sept. 13th 

 

Remarkable Hot Weather the last Week. 

 

Man from the Turnpike Gate came in and brought me Change. 

 

Bought a Couple of Ducks the first I have had offered since I have been here - - 2/9 

 

Mr. White came in and settled up to this day. 

 

Sent a parcel to Dolby to London. 

 

Pike has been here to (illegible – maybe ‘cashier’?) Wyatt for hanging Blankets upon the pales and 

other filth in the yard. 

 

Bridle walked 2 Ladies and a Gentleman with 2 young Ladies through the Prison about 12 o’clock, 

the Ladies loitered behind. 

 

Mr. Kinnear tells me that Bridle has got the Letter signed “Ilchesterensis”(?) sent down by the Editor 

of the Courier and the Hand Writing turns out to be Tuson’s clerk’s and Edward Tuson’s jointly. 

 

Mr. Kinnear has written to them both to give them an opportunity to apologise. 

 

The Clerk has returned Mr. Kinnears Letter enclosed in a Blank sheet of paper. 

 

Bridle is quite in a fever about this “the more he stirs the more ‘twill Stink”. 

 

Mrs. Bridle brought the two Ladies down to us in the yard Mrs. Gray her Sister and two young Girls 

the latter wished to shake hands etc. etc. 

 

Thursday Sept. 14th 1820 

 

Dr. Shorland came in about 10 o’clock and among other things informed me that Dr. Robertson was 

got into a Scrape etc. about Mr. Abernethy. 

Bridle came down again and remained a whole Hour – he came in and showed me a paragraph in the 

Bristol Mercury relating to the late disturbance in Ilchester with the Cullifords about their Bribes for 

Voting at the two last Elections – wherein it described the Electors of Ilchester as rebels more than 

Radicals that made some Soldiers passing through the Town not only drink  the Health of the Queen 

but Damn the King – which accounted for this by saying that Sir Lushington was one of the Members 

for Ilchester and that Hunt’s Headquarters were also there.  A great deal was said about Shorland.  

The Hand Bill addressed to the Unbridled Electors of Ilchester Also about the Letter of  Ilchesterensis 

which proved to be the Hand… 

Thursday Sep. 14th continued 



 

Marginal Note:  Bridle 

 

…writing of Tusons Clerk and Edward Tuson, the Letter itself being sent by the Editor of the Courier 

down to Bridle… Bridle also says that there was a very inflammatory paragraph in the Western 

Summary about the Ilchester address wherein he is attacked very violently he has promised to send 

down for one of the Papers and told us he had sent of(sic) a parcel to Exeter this day only – but he did 

not tell us that this parcel contained an order for places on and in the Coach to take Convicts to 

London. 

 

He is going to prosecute all the libellers against him. 

 

Marginal Note: Mr. Cotton my Tenant and Howard from Glastonbury 

 

Mr. Cotton my Tenant and Steward came in soon after three o’clock he came over from Glastonbury 

upon particular Business and was here at one o’clock but could not gain admittance at the Gate till 

three – when he stated that he had  particular Business with me which he wished to settle that he 

might return Home and solicited that he might remain a ¼  of an Hour after 4 with me for that purpose 

which request was peremptorily refused and he is compelled to remain in Ilchester all Night that he 

may see me in the Morning – This is Shameful conduct. 

 

Mr. White came in with a                     

 

Mrs. Bridle sent us a piece of Salmon. 

 

Mr. Bridle undertook to have it Boiled for us as we had no Fish Kettle large enough. 

 

Mr. Woodrow came Yesterday to see me but as it was after four o’clock he could not see me.  Mr. 

Pitcher very ill. 

 

Friday Sept. 15th 1820 

 

Wyatt rubbed my Shoulder with Flanel(sic)  ½ an Hour. 

 

Mr. Prankard sent me a Brace of Partridges by a Sheriffs Officer. 

 

I sent Mrs. Bridle a Brace of Partridges. 

 

Mr. White came in for more of No. 4 memoirs. 

 

Mr. Cotton my Tenant and Steward of the Manor of  Glaston was obliged to return last Night because 

he had not  time to settle any business with me, came over again this Morning, for that purpose so that 

he has had to ride 24 Miles because they would not allow him to remain ¼ of an hour with me 

yesterday.  He is very ill and this is a very wet Morning. 

 

I gave him a Letter to Mr. Hill to deliver up to him all the Papers and Books belonging to me or  

relating to the Manor of Glaston as I have appointed him Mr. Cotton my Steward 

 



Mr. Bridle                                          Saturday morning 

                               16 Sept. 1820 

Dear Sir, 

 There is an old Woman appointed to come here today at ½ past 10 o’clock with a parcel of 

eggs – we wish to bargain with her about the price – but we are told that she cannot come over to us – 

will you for (illegible) regulations inform Mr. Hunt and myself whether or not it is so. 

        Yours sincerely 

        John Kinnear 

 

Bridle came down to me.  I requested him to send for Mr. Kinnear but he said he would call on him to 

assure him that there was no order to prevent Females from bringing us in Poultry, Eggs and 

Vegetables but when I told him that Davis had refused to let the Shop Girl bring me in some 

Wedgwood Ware saying that there was an order hung up behind the Door in the Lodge that no 

Females were to come to us but our Wives he began tp Shuffle and told a long rigmarole Cock and 

Bull Story ½ an hour long about nothing at length he said if I liked I should go up and see what was 

hung up on the Lodge.  Mr. Kinnear came in and he assured him that any Female young or old may 

come in to us on business but not as Visitors and that Davis must have mistaken the Order.  We went 

up and for the first time I found that there was a long string of Written orders and Regulations for the 

guidance of the Jailor  and the Prisoners hung up in a Frame in the Lodge also the Various orders 

made by the Magistrates for Mr. Kinnear and me.  But it is all a Humbug. 

 

Pike was present and said he had not ever prevented anyone from… 

 

Saturday Sept. 16 continued 

 

…coming in to us.  I told him it looked very much like such an Order being acted upon as there had 

been but One Woman brought in with any thing  to sell since the Assizes. 

 

Sunday Sept. 17th 1820 

        Locked up in my Room in Solitary 

 

Dear Sir      confirmed 2 o’clock Sept. 17th 1820 

  I have been in your custody upwards of 17 Weeks in this Jail and I am now for the 

fourth time locked up in my Room in Solitary confinement in the day time without having any access 

to the Yard to ease the calls of Nature.  The first time that I was served in this Way (this day 3 Weeks) 

I had taken Physick and unexpectedly without any previous Notice I found myself placed in the most 

distressing and deplorable situation which caused me great bodily pain and the situation in which I 

was placed was calculated to have created a lasting and  incurable Malady.  I applied to you the next 

day to be informed of the cause of this unwarrantable treatment your answer was that Pike had 

received an order from Mr. Moody the Visiting Magistrate to do it and as I thought, you intimated that 

it was done without your knowledge or concurrence.  I sent for Mr. Moody the next day to learn in 

what I had offended so as to warrant such cruel treatment at his Hands, I was not surprised I own to 

find that he expressed great astonishment, saying that so far from his having ever given any such 

order, that e had never before overheard a word about it or any thing relating to it.  I now find that it 

was done by your express directions.  Notwithstanding the assertion of Mr. Moody that he had not 

given any such orders the Turnkeys still continue to lock me up in my Room in the same Way.  Now 

Sir I have to request that you will act the (illegible) and inform me how and in what way I have 

infringed any of the Rules of the Jail or in what I have offended, to cause this new addition to the 



punishment already inflicted by the order of the Magistrates assembled at the Wells Assizes because 

in reading over that order I do not think it possible that any commingled forced construction even of 

the            humane Mr. Broderick and yourself could make any part of it apply to this mode of torture.  

I would wish you Distinctly to understand that I am not saying this now as a complaint but I merely 

mention it that you should not be deceived into a belief that I am perfectly satisfied with this treatment 

because I do not formally protest against it to the Magistrates. 

 

How is this Mr. Bridle?  I really think we should have a clear understanding upon this Subject, how is 

it that at the very time you are proposing every wish fairly to make me as comfortable as possible, yet 

you are taking upon yourself without any order from the Magistrates to inflict such unmerited torture 

upon me?  And this new punishment inflicted too at the very time that you admit that you never have 

had any cause to complain of my Conduct.  I think I should not be acting fairly by you if I were to 

disguises my intention to seek redress by every means in my power and in applying to superior 

Authority I should be extremely sorry to misrepresent any one thing to the prejudice of any one.  

Therefore I will trouble you to say in writing to whom I am indebted for this new mode of punishment 

not inflicted upon me till after I had been in this Jail fourteen weeks. 

       I am dear Sir 

        Yours Most Sincerely 

H. Hunt  

P.S.  We thought the Ilchester address to the Queen pretty strong at the time but if you read the papers 

you will see that it was mere Milk & Water to the Addresses that are now daily presented to her 

Majesty 

 

Monday Sept. 18th 

 

Bridle came down and made a long palaver about the Debtors being locked up but no excuse for 

locking me up – Said he wished the Magistrates would relieve him that he should tell them he had not 

any suspicion of my escaping. 

 

Tuesday Sept. 19          

Inspector of the Post Office came down to examine about my letter to Sir C. Wolseley opened. 

 

Bridle gone to town with Convicts. 

 

3 Little Boys committed for stealing apples mixed with the Felons. 

 

Wednesday – Pike refused to let Mrs. Handover in.   Duck. 

 

Pike gone to London with Convicts. 

 

18 September 1820 

 

Paid by Mr. Hunt for Wyatts  

Book since our last settlement )  5.   5.   3 

of the 26th August  ) 

Table Cloths from White are )  -    -     - 

included in Wyatts Book 13 Sept. )  

30th Aug – Wm. (illegible) )      17.    9 



  “  “   (illegible) )      13.   4 ½ 

             Tin Screen with (illegible)    2   5   . 

 Packing “    “    “         1. 

 Bottle Pickles           4. 

Blacking          1.   6 

Salad                           1. 

Packing Box                        3. 

8 Sept.  Vinegar – mushroom s& sprouts         7.   5 

13  “  “  (illegible)         17.   11 

16 Aug.   Sugar  (illegible)          5.   10 

5 Parcels to London - up to 25th          13 

Parcels from London            7 

_____________ 

    Carried forward to 25th Sept.                      £12.   5.     ½ 

 

Thursday  Sep. 21st 1820 

 

Pike having refused to admit Mrs. Handover Yesterday we had no Dinner today 

 

Mrs. Handover brought in by Geo. Bridle at last so that we agreed to give her 3/6 per Couple for 

Fowles(sic) 

 

(illegible) Moody Esq.                  Friday Sept  22nd 1820 

 

Sir, 

 Mr. Hunt and myself must trouble you once more to call, for  notwithstanding your order to 

erect a place for our convenience in Cooking no measure has yet been taken to carry this intention 

into effect and the weather every day grows more unfavourable for executing such a purpose and we 

suffer great inconvenience from the want of it.  Mr. Bridle is from home and Mr. Hobbs cannot stir 

without your (illegible) orders.   We will hope to see you at your first leisure.  

       J. Kinnear 

  
The Kitchen – The Grate and Yard to be paved 

The Porch before the Door and the Passage 

The Window Shutters and Blinds 

My Bed Room Grate and fire place the Chimney ditto 

Glazed Window to the Pantry 

Detaining the Dinner at the Lodge }   Pike drove Mrs. Handover 

Carpeting to the Sitting Room        }    away from the Lodge 

 

Mr. Jacobs Shaw and Shellibere from Taunton came to see me.  Dined here on a Leg of Lamb ap. 

pudding and from the Inn Fowl and Plum Pudding. 

 

Gentleman and a Lady from Shepton Mallet going round the Jail with Geo. Bridle they wished to see 

me and both came in and sat down. 

 

For the first time since the Assizes Women permitted to bring Poultry etc. etc. 



 

Monday Sept. 25 

 

Paid Pike’s Bill 16s 10d 

 

My Letter to Mrs. Vince detained at the post office.  G Bridle said it was to (sic) late. 

 

(Several lines left empty) 

 

Work stopped in the other Yard for want of Bricks.  Pike demanded 2/6 of Wyatt for a Jug lost 

 

(Rest of page blank) 

 
25(sic) September 1820  Tuesday 

 

Brought forward from 18 Sept     )   £12.   5….. ½ 

Wyatts Book of Disbursements up to ) 

the 25 Sept.    )       1.   13    3½ 

Jones account 22 September  ) 

Sundry Groceries – (illegible)  )   13.   8 

Glass etc.    )      ___________ 

               14.   12.   -- 

 

One half for Mr. Kinnear        7.   6 

By overpaid settlement 26 Aug.  £2.  4.   2 

By Cash  25 Sept.                          5.  1.  10                                      7.   6 

Settled this Day by Mr. Hunt 

 

I wrote a note to Barker at the Post Office to know at what hour the Bags were sealed and how late a 

Letter might be got in and what sum to be paid if too late -   -     -     

  

Girl at the Shop brought in Some Jugs 

 

Mr. Bridle returned from London. 

 

Wyatt paid Davis 2/6 for Pikes Jug 

 

Davis returned the Money in the Afternoon 

 

Wednesday Sept 27th 1820 

 

Mr. Bridle came down and sat 1/4 of an Hour 

 

He appeared very well satisfied with the Work that was going on he said it was a little larger than we 

at first intended it but he suggested at the time that it was best to have it done well at once while about 

it. 

 



I told him that he was returned in time if he did not like the plan he would not have it altered and I 

suggested to him that he might possibly wish to have the Roof the same as our pantry – he said no the 

way they were doing it was best.  At this time they had not got to high as the Door head. 

 

Wrote a note to the master of Post Office at Yeovil, as I got no Answer from Baker – I told Geo 

Bridle what I had written 

 

He returned with a Note from Baker saying if that was satisfactory Baker did not wish and perhaps I 

would not send my note to the Postmaster.  (This is fairly easy to read yet does not make sense) 

 

Baker informed me that they had orders to close the Morning Bag at ½ past 9 in the Morning and the 

other at 3 in the Afternoon. 

 

I desired that my Letter to the postmaster at Yeovil might be returned from the post office. 

 

Altho this appears to be against the Rules of the Office to let a letter go out after it is once in yet my 

Letter to the Post Master of Yeovil was instantly brought back to me by Davis with R. Pike marked 

upon the back of it. 

 

Thursday Sep. 28th 1820 

 

Dr. Robertson Bled me. 

 

Mr. William Richard of Kingsbury came to see me with his Sister Miss Kingsbury and an Old Lady 

and her Daughter – a young Lady to whom Mr. Richard is going to be Married. 

 

Pike was showing them round the Jail and when they asked to see me Wyatt invited them in and while 

they remained with me in my Private Room or at least what Mr. Bridle and Mr. Pike chose to call my 

Private Room when any Family come to see me, Pike waited in the other Yard. 

So it appears any Ladies that Mr. Pike – Mr. Bridle (illegible) Mrs. Bridle Mrs. Lloyd and Daughters  

Mother Ball of Wells and her Daughter chose to bring to my Room they may have free access to me 

but my own Family Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray were refused to have any access to me by these 

Monsters unless I saw them at the Grating where Felons Convicts and those for unnatural Crimes and 

beastiallity(sic) go and  see their associates. 

I told the Ladies that I was allways(sic) happy to see anyone and particularly Females – But as an 

order was made by the Magistrates that I was  not to see any females I was fearful that their Violating 

the rules may lead to some fresh restriction or be brought against me as a charge of violating the 

orders of the Magistrates – They told me the Turnkey new(sic) it – Pike. 

Dr. Robertson was present. 

Saturday (page completely blank after this word) 

 


