
Aug 1st    Tuesday August 1st 1820 
 
Hodge put on a  Lock to the Door also Locks to the Cupboards below and above Stairs. 
 
Mrs.s Vince and Miss Gray came in to Breakfast and staid(sic) all day. 
 
Mr.   (space)         from Baltesbury came about a Cottage which he had Built upon the Waste. 
 
Mr.  (space)    the Poet came in a true poetical stile(sic) 
 
Barrett from Yeovil had 50 of No. 3 and 10 of No. 2 of Memoirs. 
 
Old Tuson came in to swear an Affidavit for Mr. Kinnear. 
 
Gregory the Baker from Martock       paid 2/- for Rolls etc. 
 
Girl with Earthen Ware etc. came in twice paid her 11s 8d. 
 
White had 6 No. 3 and 2 of No. 2 – paid 1£ 11d 
 
Received 100 memoirs No. 3 from Dolby. 
 
Davis came to say that Mr. Pike sent him to say that it was past  Sun Set 30 Minutes past 8. 
 
Aug. 2nd    Wednesday August 2nd 1820 
 
Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray came in and remained all Day. 
 
A second Bottle of Wine, not quite 3 parts full. 
 
Mr. Kinnear bought 2lbs of Tea to give the Women who Work for him.  Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray 
wished to see the Laundry and to carry them the Tea.  Mrs. Hobbs said she would take them 
 
But Hobbs told Mr. Kinnear that he would rather that he waited till Mr. Bridle came home before he 
gave the Tea. 
 
I applied to give the prisoners some of my Breakfast Powder. 3 Weeks before they were permitted to 
have it.  What can all this mean?  It appears very extraordinary.  Wyatt says that the people in the Jail 
have an interest in all that is sold to the Prisoners. 
 
Sent a parcel by Coach to Mirriam(sic) 
 
3   Thursday August 3rd 1820 
 
Received a Basket of fruit from Mr. C. 
 



Mr. Westlake tuned the Pianoforte and charged £1-1s not surprised at his extortion as he is a dupe and 
coadjutor of the Courier (a newspaper). 
 
Parcel from Bath – Loaf Sugar. 
 
Mr. Westlake returned. 
 
4   Friday August 4th 
 
A third Bottle of Wine as before little more than a Pink. 
 
Friend Grace from Bristol drank Tea or Breakfast Powder. 
 
Dr. Brice ordered a Bottle of Gin for me. 
 
Pike wished to know if he should get it for me. 
 
Box of Books – Boots Shoes etc. came in brought by Mrs. (illegible) 
 
Aug 5    Saturday August 5th 1820 
 
Mr. Kinnear left the moment he had done his Breakfast without saying a Word. 
 
Dr. Robertson called and told us all about presenting the Address to the Queen etc.  He Said Wood 
and Dr. Lushington were much pleased with it.  Lushington said that the Ministers were carrying it 
with a high hand against the Queen and that they were determined to divorce her right or wrong. 
Wood said that 17 regiments had declared for the Queen.  Alderman Sir Philip Wood desired 
particularly to be remembered to me.  He returned to Ilchester at 2 o’clock in the Morning.  He said 
Bridle returned the Evening before. 
 
Sat waiting for Dinner from 3 till half past 4 o’clock. 
 
½ past 4 o’clock a Scorched Black, overdone Shoulder of Mutton came, Davis said Mr. Kinnear 
would be down in a few Minutes.  Waited 10 Minutes till the Mutton was quite Cold and sent Davis to 
know if Mr. K. was coming he said Mr. K. did not know whether he should come to Dinner or not but 
begged (sic) that we would not wait – Sent him again and Mr. Kinnear returned an Answer to say that 
he should not come down to Dinner ¼ to 5 the great mystery is out Wyatt says Mrs. Kinnear is come. 
 
A fine looking Pie but when opened proved to be made of Black Currants – but as Mrs. V. has a sore 
Throat it will be good for that if it makes us Sick. 
 
Miss Gray poorly. 
 
Mr. Bridle came down and means to answer the Letter in the Courier which said that he was 
concerned in the Address. 
 



A very wet Evening. 
 
Mr. Kinnear did not come down all day. 
 
Mrs. Kinnear did not leave the Jail till 10 o’clock. 
 
6    Sunday August 6th 1820 
 
Wet Morning. 
 
Mr. Kinnear came down at 8 o’clock and ordered Wyatt to send his Breakfast up to his own Room. He 
told me  that he had an arrival yesterday – Mrs. Kinnear had come down unexpectedly. 
 
Pike came to say that all Visitors must leave the Jail during divine Service.  I told him that the order of 
the Magistrates was that Mr. Kinnears and my Friends should have access to us from 9 in the Morning 
till Sun Set and I beged(sic) him to go and read the order.  He returned and said that Mr. Bridle said 
that that was a standing order of the Jail that all Visitors were to leave it during Divine Service.  I then 
desired to see Mr. Bridle and I expostulated with him about his construction of the Order of the 
Magistrates which I contended did not require my Visitors to leave the Jail.  But he insisted that it did, 
and I having enquired of Pike if Mr. Kinnears Visitor had left the Jail and he having said that Mrs. 
Kinnear was gone out I returned and desired them to go which they did and therefore staid(sic) out to 
Dinner.  Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray returned the former very ill with eating Black Currant Pie 
yesterday. 
 
I have since learnt that Mrs. Kinnear did not leave the Jail during divine Service but that she was in 
the Capel(sic). 
 
Bridle not at Chapel but remained at home with a Visitor a Bum from Carey Street. 
 
Mr. Bridle has only been at Chapel that I can hear of but Twice since I came here. 
 
I understand that Mrs. Kinnear never left the Jail during divine Service when she visited Mr. Kinnear 
last and frequently did not leave the Jail till 11 or 12 o’clock at Night. 
 
The people at the Inn very censorious. 
 
Mrs. Bridle came down and apologised for not having called upon Mrs. Vince, but said that she had 
not yet made it up with her Husband – Mrs. Hobbs also called. 
 
Davis came before half past Six to Say it was Sun Set. 
 
Parcel from London from Dolby. 
 
Parcel to London to Dolby. 
 
Locked up soon after ½ past Eight. 



 
Aug 7   Monday August 7th 1820 
 
Mr. Bridle came down and introduce Mr. Bumpus a Barrister and his friend from Carey St.  I suppose 
a Bum they sat half an hour. 
 
Mr. Lee the Manager of the Taunton and other West County Theatres called with Mr. Woods a 
performer – they brought a Letter from Mr. Fowler at Bridport they are going to Wells to perform 
during the Assizes. 
 
8    Tuesday August 8th 1820 
 
Bell erected (Hunt’s) this Day 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Parsons from Milborne Port called early and  brought me a present of nice Ripe Pears 
and a Couple off beautiful Fowels(sic) – perfect Strangers but excellent people. 
 
Mr. R. Shaw of Taunton came to spend the Day. 
 
Mr.  Jones from Bath came and brought me a very handsome present of Fruit - Apricots Grapes etc. 
etc. 
 
Paid his Quarters Rent up to Midsummer. 
 
Mr. Shaw Dined and I had in a Bottle of Gin 
 
Mr. Edney from Wincanton came and sat an Hour an excellent Radical. 
 
All three of the above are good men and true and gave me most valuable information as to the State of 
the Country. 
 
Jones and Shaw staid(sic) with me all Day. 
 
Wrote a Letter to the Radical Reformers of Manchester. 
 
Locked up soon after ½ past 8 again ½ an hour too early. 
 
Bridle ordered Hobbs not to have any Bell Hung in Wyatts cell. 
 
Aug 9    Wednesday August 1820 
 
Mr. Shaw and Mr. Jones slept in Ilchester and came in at 9 o’clock. 
 
Jones Breakfasted with me. 
 



Mr. James Trent called and shewed(sic) me Dr. Lushingtons Answer to the Ilchester Address.  Bridle 
desired him not to open it. 
 
Mrs. Hobbs called to shew Mrs. V. some scarfs and some lace, for Sale of a Woman prisoner for 
passing Forged Notes.   We would not see them understanding that she meant to turn King(sic) 
Evidence and peach (means “to inform against”) all those with Whom she has been connected in this 
nefarious Trade which she has carried on to a great extent. 
 
Mrs. Hobbs told us of a very curious report that brought Mrs. Kinnear to Ilchester. 
 
Bridle came down to ask my advice what to do about the Couriers report of his being one of the 
Deputation to carry up the Ilchester Address to the Queen. 
 
He appears very ready to ask advice and to receive assistance to help himself out of the cursed Scrape 
into which is got, but equally ready to construe any order that is made by the Magistrates injuriously 
against                me and my Friends.  Viz.  All Visitors to turn out on a Sunday during Chapel Hours. 
 
My Friends ordered out at Sun Set I learn that Mr. Kinnears Visitor remains in the Jail till Ten 
o’clock. 
 
Asked Mrs. Hobbs who the Women were that were gigling(sic) at Hobbs office Window the night 
before and overlooking us walking.  She said they were not Ilchester Ladies. 
 
Hobbs told me who they were – I am rather staggered. 
 
Thursday August 10th 1820 
 
Requested Hobbs to get the Portico at our front Doors finished – also told him I was surprised that the 
Door to Wyatts Privy was not done agreeable to the express orders of the Visiting Magistrates Dr. 
Colston and Mr. Moody.  He said he had no orders from Bridle and therefore could not do it. 
 
(This next paragraph has many criss-cross lines deleting it) 
 
Mr. Hunt presents his Compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Bridle and will thank them for his account for 
Eating etc.etc. which he believes as follows:  Breakfast Dinner and Tea from the 18th of May to the 
15th June one month (the) Time Mr.. Kinnear came down with the Exception of Bread, Salt, pepper, 
Mustard and Vinegar.  Dinner from the 15th June to the 30th of August his family came the day Six 
Weeks and three Days also a Quart of Milk daily between Mr. Hunt and Mr. Kinnear. 
 
(End of deleted text) 
 
Mr. Hunt presents his Compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Bridle and will thank them for his account for 
what they have supplied him with since he came to Ilchester which he begs to suggest stands as 
follows –  
 
Breakfast, Dinner, and Tea, from the 18th of May to the 15th June one Month } 



Dinner from the 15th of June to the 30th of July Since Mr. Kinnear came down Six Weeks and } 
3 Days (this is up to the time his Family came) also } 
A Quart of Milk between Mr. Hunt and Mr. Kinnear daily }  
Mr. Hunt begs to observe that Bread, Salt Pepper Mustard and Vinegar are to be excepted. 
Bed Say (?) 10 Weeks and 3 Days up to the Same Time? 
As the old saying “that short reckonings make long friends” is a very true one and Mr. Hunt will 
trouble Mr. and Mrs. Bridle to let him know what he has to pay for the above some time in the course 
of the day and if there be anything that he has omitted he will feel obliged to have that omission 
supplied Mr. Hunt will also be happy to settle what he is to pay for the future.                        Thursday 
August 18th 1820 
 
Mr. Bridle came down and said he had given orders to have the Door in Wyatts Ward done – But that 
he had not received any orders to do the Portico nor erect the Bell in Wyatts Room. 
 
He said he had received my Letter and it was all correct and that it only required the Figures to be 
placed which should be attended to. 
 
Complaint about a Table Cloth being stained with Wine. 
 
Bridle made a complaint about Wyatt having Pork tied to a Stick for a Toasting Fork and Davis was 
sent down to enquire about it.  It proved to be one of my Forks. 
 
Mr. Kinnear informs me that Mrs. Bridle complains about the things(?)  being broken here. 
 
Mr. Bridle has sent down my Bill for 10 Weeks and 3 Days – Bill delivered by Mr. Bridle. 

£ S D 
Breakfast Dinner and Tea for 28 Days at 7/- a day 9 16 0 
Dinner for 6 Weeks and 3 Days – 45 Days at 4/- a Day 9   0 0 
Bed for 10 Weeks and 3 Days at  4/- a Week 2   2 0 
I think this Charge an enormous extortion        £20 18 0 
The Underneath Charge would have been ample 
Breakfast Dinner and Tea 20 Days at 4/-  etc. 5 12 0 
Dinner   “            “                 45 Days at 2/6 5 12 6 
Bed etc. 10 Weeks and ½                     at 2/6 1   6 3 

       £ 12 10 9 
8 guineas overcharge. 
 
Saw Mr. Kinnear who agrees with me that it is a great overcharge. 
 
Wrote to Mr. and Mrs. Bridle to say so and I have requested my account up to this time.  (Three 
isolated capital letters follow – might be D.I. O.?) 
 
Friday August 11th 
 
Mrs. Kinnear came in to the Jail at ½ past 8 o’clock.  Mrs. Vince saw her and came afterwards to the 
Lodge but Pike told her that she was too early and refused her admittance. 



 
Sauce for the Goose is not sauce for the Gander at Ilchester Jail. 
 
Mr. Kinnear came down before Eight and desired me to provide Dinner for him and Mrs. Kinnear the 
same as I did for myself. 
 
Mr. Bridle came down to endeavour to set the account right and wished me to name what I thought a 
proper Charge.  I told him that I thought the charge very much too high that after I had consulted with 
Mr. Kinnear I would write him word what I thought ought to be his charge. 
 
Mrs. Vince ordered a Leg of Mutton Vegetables and a Pudding a Bottle of Wine and three pints of 
Beer to be sent from Mrs. Steiners.  The Mutton the Pudding and Vegetables were sent but Pike came 
to say as there was no order for my having Wine or Beer that I could not have any, but that Mr. 
Kinnear who was with Mrs. Kinnear came to dine with us might have a Pint of Wine and a Pint of 
Beer. The Wine and Beer that I ordered was absolutely refused to be sent down, a Pint of it was sent 
to Mr. Kinnear the other pint kept back at the Lodge. This I think altogether most infamous conduct 
towards me – When I dined at Mr. bridles he constantly pressed me to take Wine and when I had my 
Dinner from him down here Wine and Beer was regularly sent down so that I may have his nauseous 
guzzle but I must not have good Wine from the Inn. 
 
Tom arrived this Morning. 
 
Six of us dined upon the Leg of Mutton. Gave Wyatt and Bailey some of it for dinner and enough left 
for us tomorrow. 
 
Received a letter from Henry this day from the Illinois(?)  he and William are very well. 
 
Bill for Dinner Leg of Mutton Pudding Vegetables and Butter 15/6.  Bottle of Wine and Beer £1-2-10. 
 
Saturday August 12th 1820 
 
Mr. Hunt presents his Compliments to Mr. Moody and requests that he will favour him with an 
interview the first leisure opportunity – Mr. Hunt has troubled Mr. Bridle as the nearest Visiting 
Magistrate as Mr. Bridle declines to have those little things done that were directed by Mr. Moody and 
Dr. Colston the last time they Did him the Honour of a Visit at the Jail – unless he received a regular 
Order from the Magistrates – And he also enforces some old regulations towards Mr. Hunt that he 
conceives were originally only meant for felons and low offenders and which he understood were 
totally superseded as respects himself by the late orders that were made by the magistrates at the 
Sessions for the guidance and accommodation of W.H. and Mr. Kinnear - Mr. Bridle having enforced 
some of those regulations in the most odious manner regardless of the liberal intentions and recent 
orders of the Magistrates  - Which Mr. Hunt will personally explain as soon as he has an opportunity. 
Ilchester Saturday  August 12 1820 
 
Sent the above open by Mr. Hobbs that he may shew(sic) it to Mr. Bridle before it went. 
 
Memorandum for the Magistrates. 



 
Bad Water – No Wine or Beer  allowed for me from the Inn. 
 
My Friends turned out at Chapel time without ceremony. 
 
Mr. Kinnears Friends remained in. 
 
No Butcher admitted. 
 
Shop People hurried through the Jail. 
 
Tripod and Bell refused as well as the portico. 
 
Mr. Moody came about 1 Hour after I sent the Letter. 
 
12   Saturday August 12th continued 
 
I stated to Mr. Moody that my Friends were ordered out on Sunday last during Chapel Hours 
notwithstanding I saw the Keeper and remonstrated against it requesting him to turn to the order made 
by the Magistrates on the 6th of July. 
 
I stated that a Bottle of Wine and 3 pints of Beer were stoped(sic) at the Lodge Pike telling the Waiter 
that I was neither allowed Wine or beer on my remonstrating Pike said Mr. Kinnear might have a Pint 
of Wine and a Pint of Beer, but as there was no order of the Dr.(?) for me to have any I could not have 
it, that if I wanted Wine or Beer I must apply to the Dr. (?) I replied that I would not condescend to 
any humbug of that sort but that I would apply to the Magistrates. 
 
I told Mr. Moody that Mr. Bridle had prevented the Man from hanging a Bell in Wyatts Ward and also 
prevented him from making a Tripod for the fire place. 
 
Mr. Moody was surprised at all this saying that the Magistrates had told Mr. Bridle that Mr. Hunt 
should have every indulgence so that it did not risque(sic) the safety of the Gaol. 
 
He immediately made the following order. 
 
12th Aug.  Received a Note from Mr. Hunt stating that he has not been permitted necessary Wine or 
table Beer when he has had his Friends at Dinner six in Number and considering that it was the 
intention of the Justices to deal liberally with Mr. Hunt as well Mr. Kinnear I venture to order that Mr. 
Hunt may be allowed to have at the rate of a Bottle of Wine for every two Days and the quantity of 
three pints of table Beer per day.  With regard to persons with Mr. Hunt being required to leave the 
prison during the time of divine service I do not think that the indulgence granted on the 6th day of 
July being the gaol Sessions warrants such restrictions.  Ordered a Tripod to be made for Mr. Hunts 
room to be 14 or 15 Inches long by 10 and a Bel to be hung for the purpose of calling his Servant. 
Moody. 
 



To Mr. Hobbs Saturday Evening August 12th 
1820 
 
Sir, 
 
In the absence of Mr. Bridle I presume you are the proper person to whom I ought to communicate 
anything that I may wish to have done, or any thing that I may wish to be discontinued.  I am sorry to 
be under the necessity of troubling you so soon, after the interposition of Mr. Moody the Magistrate 
had so I thought cleared up all doubts  as to the line of conduct to be observed towards me by the 
officers of the Jail, so much so that I was in great hopes that I should not again be under the necessity 
either of making any complaint or of requiring any explanation. 
 
But the conduct of Mr. Pike appears to me to be exactly the reverse of that of all the Magistrates – As 
they increase their confidence and extend their indulgence, so he appears to increase his distrust and 
throw obstacles in the way of my receiving any necessary accommodation which they are so readily 
disposed to grant me.  Notwithstanding the order of Mr. Moody confirming the order of Sessions that 
I should have every thing I wished compatible with the safety of the Jail and (illegible) his especial 
order that I should have a Bottle of Wine every other day, while Pike detained part of the Bottle of 
Wine at the Lodge which I had ordered from the Inn yesterday and in fact it was only after 
considerable expostulation that I obtained it for Dinner.  When I first came into the Jail Pike as I 
thought evinced great curiosity to see what was contained in any parcels that I received and actually 
took away one large String about 2 yards long saying that it was a rule of the Jail.  I scorned to 
complain to the Magistrates of such pitiful trifles – But for the last Month this practice has been 
discontinued for the last Month till this Day when Pike brought a Small Hamper which came by the 
Coach from bath and peremptorily demanded to see it opened that he might know its contents, I 
expostulated saying there might be some such order for felons but that I was sure the Magistrates 
never made any such order for me.  He persisted in remaining to see it opened upon which I complied 
it contained 4 pairs of Worsted Stockings a small half pint jar of Furniture Oil and some Kidney 
Beans.  I then shewed(sic) him the jar of Oil and requested him to take it, he declined but still 
remained and as there was nothing but a few Beans scattered over the bottom of the Basket I was 
surprised at his delay and told him there was nothing more unless he chose to look into the inside of 
the Beans -  Now Sir I must appeal to you and all the officers of the Jail to know if I have ever done 
anything to justify this sort of treatment, which I should presume is only exercised towards the most 
suspicious Felons.  And I appeal also to you and all the officers of the Jail to know in what way I have 
ever given you any unnecessary trouble or in any way any offence or cause of suspicion so as to 
deserve this sort of distrust and suspicion which I have never found in any other officers but Pike – 
And I will trouble you to ascertain why this mode of proceeding is now remained immediately after 
Mr. Moody has given such orders as must convince any one who is not intentionally Blind that the 
Magistrates mean  not to apply the orders that relate to Felons towards me.  There are a number of 
other things of a similar Kind, as well as the above, which as I am ashamed to trouble the Magistrates 
about, I should feel obliged if it comes within your department that you would have put an end to.  As 
I am extremely anxious to give the least possible trouble to the officers as well as the Magistrates so I 
should wish to be upon the best possible terms with both so that it may contribute to the mutual 
advantage and comfort of all parties concerned.   I am Sir, Yours…….H. Hunt. 
 



P.S.  I will thank you to see that no persons is detained at the Lodge and prevented from coming to me 
in future.  I have repeatedly asked for a Butcher to give the Men some Meat but no-one has been 
admitted since the first Week I came.  Wyatt is very religiously disposed and I know he always wishes 
to attend Divine Service, altho he has been frequently ordered to stay in the Ward and a few Sundays 
back he was prevented by Pike from attending altho he was dressed land in my Room waiting when 
the Bell was going.  I Hope this is not meant as any accommodation to me, because I do not feel it as 
such. 
 
13   Sunday August 13th 1820 
 
Mrs. Vince and Ellen came in at ½ past 9. Tom came in at ¼ before 10 and remained in during Chapel 
Time without any of Pikes interruption.  Tom went to Yeovil. 
 
Had a Neck of Mutton Caper Sauce Plumb(sic) and Vegetables from the Inn – Myself Tom Mrs. 
Vince and Miss Gray Dined.  Also a Bottle of  Port Wine and a Quart of Beer.  Wyatt and Baily dined 
upon Leg of Mutton.  (16 Dinners of this Leg of Mutton).   Blacksmith called I gave him orders for a 
Trivet and Gridiron. 
 
14   Monday August 14th 1820 
 
Pike took down the Names of all my Friends every time they come into the Prison. 

Fryer came and had 75 Memoirs 25 of No. 1 – 2 – 3. 

Mrs. Vince, Miss Gray, Tom, and myself dined upon Cold Neck of Mutton. 

Baily and Wyatt finished the Leg of Mutton which gave 18 Dinners. 

Pike brought a small Basket of Fruit the same sort and from the Same Parson that we have had sent 
several times before but this day for the first time he demanded to see it opened and would not leave 
the Yard till it was done. 

Marginal Note: This was Tuesday. 

Mrs. Bridle dined at Crewkerne with Dr. Robertson and two young Ladies at the Inn – the 4 Dragoons 
were marching to London and halted there.  
 
14th Monday August 14th 1820 continued 
 
After dinner the Landlord gave them about, about 50 in Number, some Cider and they Drank the 
Queen with three loud cheers which brought a great number of the People of the Town to see what 
was the matter.- 
Scarlett and little fellow and Harper Three Constables discharged this day 
 
15th Tuesday August the 15th 1820 
 
Sent a parcel to London W. K. & myself 



 
Manuscript of Memoirs to Dolby 
 
Basket of Fruit as on the other [side?]  Pike demanded to see it opened 
 
Shoulder of Mutton from the Inn.- 
 
Tom gone to Glastonbury and Wells 
 
Dr. Robertson and Mr. Haimer gone to Wells 
 

Marginal note: Constable 
 
Scarlett in for    ---------------     in before 
 
Little hoarse Man in for Shop lifting 1 year In Bristol Jail before 
 
Harper -  one leged (sic) Man in for 
 
Constable at the Lodge in for Horse Stealing.  
 
Letter and Papers did not come till 45 minutes past 4 
 
Pike returned to say that it was only 34 minutes past 4 
 

  
---------Wednesday  August  16th 1820-------- 

I eat no meat this day - - - 
I sincerely pray that I may live to witness the condign punishment of every Scoundrel that was 
instrumental to, an accessory or principal or in any remote degree concerned in the infamous, cruel,  
cowardly, unprovoked and premeditated assassinations, cuttings and murders of peacable (sic) Men, 
Women, and Children at Manchester on this day twelve months. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 (This is a loose page clipped in the book – the same text is also written out by Hunt further on) 
 
COPY 
Wells Assizes 14th August 1820 
In (sic) appearing that Inconveniancies(sic) have arisen in consequence of certain  Orders, Rules 
or Regulation which were made by the visiting and other justices assembled at the Gaol at 
Ilchester on Thursday the sixth day of July last – It is now ordered that such Orders, Rules and 
Regulations (excepting such parts thereof as relate to the Improvements of the Wards in which 
Henry Hunt and John Kinnear are confined – as also to the permission granted to them to walk 
in the Manufactory Yard and to their employment of two Prisoners as Servants - be rescinded, 



and that in future no Female Visitors, except the Wives and Children of the said Henry Hunt 
and John Kinnear be admitted into their private rooms, and that male visitors be therein 
admitted only between the Hours of nine till Twelve o’clock in the forenoon and three to four 
o’clock in the afternoon and it is further ordered that the Keeper of the said Gaol do no permit 
any Prisoners to Board or Lodge in his house. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
20   Sunday August 20th 1820 
 
Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray came in to Breakfast but went out soon after with the intention to go to 
Church at Ilchester but they soon returned finding that there was no Service at Ilchester Church till the 
afternoon 
Tom gone to Frome and Heytesbury 
 
Mr.Akerman came to see me about 10 o’clock 
 
Sent a parcel to Dolby with Manuscript for the 4th Nos. Memoirs. 
 
Received a parcel from Dolby with the Queen’s Matrimonial Ladder 
 
Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray and Mr. Akerman left the Jail a little before 2 o’clock to attend the Service 
at Ilchester Church and to order Dinner for Mr. Akerman and Mr. Kinnear in addition to our own 
 
Pike for the first time since the Order of Sessions July 6th locked the Factory Door and the Door 
between our Room and Wyatts Ward thus preventing my getting at my Linen that was airing, Water to 
Shave or attending to the Vegetables that were on the fire for Dinner and this was done without any 
notice being given to me or Wyatt 
 
As I was dressing Wyatt came to say that Mr. Bridle wished to speak to me and Mr. Kinnear alone 
When I came down I only found Mr. Bridle, Mr. Kinnear and Mr. Akerman – I desired the latter to 
leave the room a minute upon which Mr. Bridle said that he had got an order which was made by the 
Grand Jury at Wells and the Sheriff which rescinded the former order made by the Magistrates at the 
Jail Sessions as follows which he delivered to me and Mr. Kinnear. 
 
COPY 
“Wells Assizes 14th August 1820 
 
In (sic) appearing that Inconveniancies(sic) have arisen in consequence of certain  Orders, Rules or 
Regulation which were made by the visiting and other justices assembled at the Gaol at Ilchester on 
Thursday the sixth day of July last – It is now ordered that such Orders, Rules and Regulations 
(excepting such parts thereof as relate to the Improvements of the Wards in which Henry Hunt and 
John Kinnear are confined – as also to the permission granted to them to walk in the Manufactory 
Yard and to their employment of two Prisoners as Servants- be rescinded, and that in future no Female 
Visitors, except the Wives and Children of the said Henry Hunt and John Kinnear be admitted into 
their private rooms, and that male visitors be therein admitted only between the Hours of nine till 



Twelve o’clock in the forenoon and three to four o’clock in the afternoon and it is further ordered that 
the Keeper of the said Gaol do no permit any Prisoners to Board or Lodge in his house.” 
 
This precious document is not signed by any one and as it is only dated Wells Assizes I cannot 
contemplate any other authority that could have this power to rescind the orders of the Justices made 
at the Jail Sessions but the Superior Court the Court of Kings Bench – this Order without a Signature 
appears not only very odious but very extraordinary. Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray were accordingly 
prohibited coming in to dine and were told that they could not see me any more in my Ward.  Mr. 
Akerman therefore went to the Inn and dined with the Ladies.  Unfortunately Mr. Shellibere from 
Taunton came but could not stay as it was nearly 4 o’clock. 
 
Bridle not at Church. 
 
Monday August 21st 1820 

                                            Ilchester Castle 
To Mr. Bridle 21st August 1820 
Mr. Hunt and Mr. Kinnear will be obliged to Mr. Bridle if there is no objection to it, to tell them by 
whom the order has been made relative to them of which he left them a copy yesterday.  it would also 
be most satisfactory to be apprised of the particulars of the inconveniances (sic) which they have 
caused to arise in the Gaol and which have occasioned the orders just communicated to them to be 
made in order that in future they may if possible avoid creating other inconvenience. –  
 
Sent this letter by Mr. Hobbs a little before Eleven 
 
Mr. Akerman Breakfasted with me 
 
Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray slept out at the Inn 
 
At a ¼ past 12 Pike came - brought a note from Mr. Shaw to say that he and Mr. Jacobs had come 
from Taunton on purpose to dine with me to be able to return early but lamented to find that they must 
wait and keep the Chaise till 3 o’clock before they could be let in. 
 
(Much of the following is illegible – I have left spaces) 
 
Monday afternoon - the above note being in Mr. Kinnear’s hand writing, Mr. Bridle called on him to 
explain.  He stated the order was made to have been signed by a great number of the Magistrates – 
perhaps 18 or 20                            had not stated                            in                     to have arisen from 
the former                             that he supposed the Magistrates must have acted in                   in 
consequence of the letters which                              from Mr. Hunt                               to himself  - the 
other to Mr. Hobbs – that if any further explanation was required he thought the Magistrates alone 
could give it.  That he would call on Mr. Hunt to give the same explanation to him if he wished it – 
and that he would forward to the Magistrates or Undersheriff any letter or  message we might wish to 
send.  Mr. Bridle also stated to Mr. Kinnear that as he had himself an inconvenience he could alone 
attribute it to Mr. Hunt’s letter to Mr. Martin and Mr. Hobbs. 
 



Mr. Hunt and Mr. Kinnear present their compliments to Mr. Coulston  and as he was good enough to 
say he would not deem it troublesome to call here when they might wish to see him they now without 
apology ask the favour of his calling upon them at his earliest convenience and if he can induce his 
Brother Magistrate Mr                         to accompany him they will be the more                Mr. Bridle 
having communicated to them an order whereby a very material portion of the accommodation 
granted to them is rescinded.  
 
                Sent to (illegible) 
 
21st continued 
Aug 21              To Mr. Bridle sent at 5 o’clock 
Mr. Hunt presents his Compliments to Mr. Bridle and as Mr. Kinnear is with him he would feel much 
obliged if Mr. Bridle is disengaged if he will favour him with an interview that they may talk over and 
settle their account. 
 
Monday evening   Mr. Bridle came down immediately and settled his bill 

£ S 
For Breakfast Dinner & Tea from 18th May to 15th  June} First charge  20 18 
Dinner from, 16th June to 30th July                                      } Deducted   7   3 £ 

13 15 13 15 0 
11 Days Dinner 3 Persons at 2/6 each = 7/6   4   2 6 
Paid Mr. Bridle in the person of Mr. Kinnear } 17 17 6 
his whole demand up to 11th August               } 
 
Mr. Bridle confirmed all that Mr. Kinnear had written on the other side. 
 
Mr. Hunt and Mr. Kinnear present their Compliments to Mr. Moody and beg to say that they will be 
obliged to him if he would make it convenient to call upon them accompanied by his Brother 
Magistrate Mr. Coulston to whom they have intimated a similar wish, as Mr. Bridle has communicated 
to them an order which most materially affects the accommodation granted to them at the jail before. 
 
Letter sent to Mr. Bridle by Davis Monday Eve - 
 
Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Shaw from Taunton came at 3 and left at 4 o’clock - 
 
Got a letter from Tom and Mrs. Vince he returned from Heytesbury at ½ past 4 o’clock and came to 
the Lodge immediately but of course now refused admittance 
 
Mr. Kinnear and self drank tea by Candlelight it being dark at ½ past 7 a very wet day and evening 
 
Tuesday August 22nd 
 
My Son came in to Breakfast at 9. 
 
Mrs. Vince sent in my Stockings for me 
 



Tom went out to buy some Meat for Dinner and returned with Potatoes only saying that there was no 
Meat to be had in the Town.  He also told me that Miss Grey had been to the Lodge to ask to see me 
but was told by Pike that she could not see me till after 12 o’clock. 
 
Pike came down soon after 12 o’clock to say that Miss Gray wished to see me, I asked him where I 
was to have an interview he replied at the Lodge.  I asked if it was in the Visiting Room  where I had 
seen my visitors before the Magistrates had made any Order  about my Friends being admitted, he said 
no I could not see her there that I would go were (sic) all the other prisoners saw their Friends.  I asked 
it that was the place Where Felons and Convicts saw their Friends.  He said yes I could see her in no 
other place.  I then wrote the following answer or to the following effect and gave it to Pike that he 
may not make any mistake in delivering it  
 
“As I am not condemned to be Hanged nor sentenced to Transportation- I will not voluntary(sic) go to 
see anyone in the Felons and Convicts Den” 
 
Andover mended two squares in the window. 
 
Bill Lang came to hand the Bell in Wyatts Ward.  
 
Tom came in at 3 o’clock and brought me a letter from Miss Gray saying that she applied to see me 
soon after 12 and that she took my Son as a protector, not choosing to trust herself amongst the worst 
class of Society alone as soon as she got within the Lodge Gate Pike ordered my Son out saying that 
he must not remain he replied that he only wished to attend Miss Gray but Pike ordered him out and 
locked Miss Gray in  (                            long gap here                                   )  while he came 
 

Tuesday continued 
 

down to me, a horrible situation for a young lady to be locked up with Jailors, Turnkeys and felons 
who act as Constables in this jail. However when Pike returned instead of giving Miss Gray my 
written answer as I desired to prevent any mistakes he gave my answer to Mr. Bridle and gave his own 
answer to Miss Gray which was “that I would not come to the Visiting Room therefore she could not 
see me”. 
 
Received two notes one from Mr. Moody and the other from Dr. Coulston at 6 o’clock in the Evening 
in answer to two Notes that we sent to Mr. Bridle last night to be forwarded t them – they have made 
an appointment to visit us on Thursday at 12 o’clock Two days and a Half after we sent for them, 
horrible suspense the notes are as follows  
 
Dr. Coulston will make a point of visiting Mr. Moody at Ilchester on Thursday next at twelve o’clock 
 
Lidford Rectory                                          To Mr. Hunt or Mr. Kinnear 
22nd August 1820 
 
Mr. Moody will be at Ilchester Thursday if Dr. Coulston can meet him there, but he can do nothing 
that the Order of a very considerable Number of Magistrates that were at the Assizes will not permit 
him to do, however it may affect the comfort of Mr. Hunt and Mr. Kinnear. 



 
To Mr. Hunt or Mr. Kinnear                                                  Tuesday   August 1820 
(Smears of ink following made some words hard to read) 
 
Wrote to Mr. Bridle to inform him that the Magistrates were coming on Thursday.  
Dinner stopped at the Lodge again Wyatt gone 10 minutes after Pike came for him therefore it was 
perfectly cold again.. 
 
Aug 23                            Wednesday August 23rd 
Mr. Hunt and Mr. Kinnear present their Compliments to Mr. Moody and beg to inform him that they 
have received a Note from Dr. Coulston appointing 12 o’clock tomorrow Thursday to be at Ilchester 

 
Wednesday morning 

Mr. Cousens of Heytesbury came to see me this Morning came in about ½ past 11 obliged to turn out 
at 12 after having come 30 miles to see me upon my representation that he could see me all day till 
Sun Set . 
 
Butcher Big Jem came in with some Meat this is the Second Time he has been here since my arrival 
and the fourth time any Butcher has been.  
 
Pike locked up the Factory Door twice after Hobbs had opened it therefore I did not get out till ½ past 
One o’clock by this Act I was close confined half the time allotted me to Walk in the Middle of the 
Day.  
 
Mr. Cousens came in from 3 till 4 o’clock. 
 
Received a present of Apples and Plumbs (sic) from Mr. Pitcher. 
 
Had Cold Beef for Dinner in consequence of the impediments thrown in the Way at the Lodge of 
bringing our Dinner down 
 
Meat fritters of my own Making –  most excellent  
Waited the Whole of the third Day with great Anxiety and suspence(sic) to see the Magistrates, as my 
Family Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray have been prevented all access  to ever Since 2 o’clock on Sunday 
altho(sic) they are within 100 yards of me at the Inn. 
 
May the remorseless Sheriffs a Guilty Conscience everlastingly gnaw the Vitals of  the cowardly cruel 
Villains, who premeditated, who planned, who proposed or sustained the infliction of such wanton 
unjustifiable Torture upon the minds of an  unoffending family 
 I say Amen – H. Hunt 
 
 

Thursday August 24 
A memorable day 
 
Mr. Cousens and my Son Tom came into Breakfast and staid(sic) till 12 o’clock 



 
About ½ past 12 o’clock Mr. Kinnear was sent for to attend the Magistrates in Mr. Bridles Room. 
 
Soon after One Mr. Kinnear returned and informed me what Dr. Coulston and Moody had said and the 
humour that he found them in stating that they could not make any alteration in the Order made by the 
Magistrates at the Wells Assizes.  
 
I then went up to them taking the Board containing the General Orders of the Jail and this 
Memorandum Book – They wished to know what I had sent to require their Attendance for  I replied 
that in the first place I came to hear what charge they had to make against me, they and Mr. Bridle all 
stared and answered that they had no charge nor complaint to make against me whatever  I turned to 
Mr. Bridle and having looked him full in the face said, What have you no charge or complaint to make 
again me he replied that he had before unequivocally stated that he had no complaint to make either 
against me or my Visitors and that he had never made any nor ever heard of any from any of his 
Officers – I appeared astonished and said that I was come prepared and expected to hear some very 
serious nay Criminal charge substantiated against me as a justification to the Magistrates for having 
inflicted a most severe and cruel punishment upon me by the Order that was made at Wells prohibiting 
all female Visitors from seeing me and greatly curtailing all Visitors as to time - - -That I could not 
believe that rational Man acting in the capacity of Magistrates would wantonly inflict Torture upon 
anyone without some cause – They had done it without any hearing but                                    that they 
should have done it without some cause and that there must have been some serious complaint from 
some quarter or other before they could have made up their minds to withdraw the necessary 
accommodation that the body of Magistrates assembled at the Jail Sessions had voluntarily granted 
after having visited the Jail and examined the Jailor and made enquiries upon the Spot whether it 
would interfere with the duty of the Officers or occasion any inconvenience to the Jail – This order 
was deliberately confirmed at the next Quarter Sessions.  The only answer was that they the Visiting 
Justices Mr. Moody and Dr. Coulston were very sorry for it but that as the order was made by the 
Grand Jury and signed by  number of Magistrates 18 or 20 that they could not venture to alter it in any 
way whatever – Upon my remonstrating warmly upon such injustice and cruelty Dr. Coulston told me 
that there had been Letter from all parts of the County complaining of the indulgencies(sic) granted by 
the Magistrates at the jail  to myself and Mr. Kinnear.  Therefore An order was made by the Grand 
Jury and signed by a great number of Visiting Magistrates – They thought it was not proper that we 
should have female Visitors with us therefore they had rescinded the former order.  It is signed by 
John Wiltshire, Vincent Hickey(?), W Clark, G. I. Allen, I. L. (illegible)  A. Elton, W.H. Coulston, A. 
Moody, (illegible)  Francis Drake  (illegible)  Coombe, (illegible)  Coney.  I demanded to know what 
Complaint was made against me the Answer was none. I demanded of the Visiting Magistrates 
whether they had decided that my Ward Miss Gray should not see me in any other place but the Grated 
Bars where Felons and convicts met their associates whether they meant by such order that I should 
stand by the Side of a Murderer or a person who had committed an unnatural Crime and that my Ward 
or Sister should at the same time stand unprotected by the side of their accomplices or associates each 
unavoidably to hear the Conversation of the other.  They answered that the Magistrates could not wish 
any such thing neither did   they intend any such think by the order – Bridle then came forward to 
explain and the Letter he received from Broderick  the Under Sheriff containing his Bridles Letter to 
him in pencil marks was produced and given to me to Read – Bridle said that he got the Order late on 
Saturday and as he did not know exactly how to proceed he went to the Undersheriff Mr. Broderick 
and wrote in pencil to the following effect “That Hunt was a very improper man to be admitted 



amongst the Debtors in their Conversation Room and wished to know how he should act if any 
Females came to see him Broderick Answered that he must be taken where the other Prisoners see 
their Friends.  This is the Felons Cage with double grated bars (illegible)  - Upon this he Bridle acted 
and he justified himself as acting agreeable to the instructions he received from the Under Sheriff. 
Both Mr. Moody and Dr. Coulston disclaimed on the part of the Magistrates any such wish, they 
appeared however struck with the treatment of Miss Gray and lamented their Want of power to do 
away with the order – But Mr. Moody insisted upon making an order that we should see our Female 
Visitors in the Debtors conversation Room. I told them that was such a horrible place that I would 
rather see my Friends in their Coffins than meet them there.  Mr. Moody conducted himself like a man 
of feeling a Man of honour and a Gentleman – And although Dr. Coulston professed to lament his 
power to alter the order yet I thought I saw something at the bottom that looked very suspicious in him 
– he looked to me that he had coerced in making the order.  Bridle protested over and over again that 
my Visitors had never misconducted themselves in the least degree and that they had never caused the 
slightest inconvenience to the Officers of the Jail whatever. 
 
26th August 1820 
 
Paid by Mr. Hunt per Wyatts ) 
Book, since our last settle- ) 
ment of the 19th July_______________ )     5.  8.  41/2 
Thos. Andover’s Bill to 21st August )     1.  6.  5 
Sundries from Bath to (2 words deleted) ) 
2 August per Bill )     1. 18.  - 
Stainers (illegible) that part that is ) 
jointly (illegible) )         17.  6 
Ditto                          Ditto                              23                   )         11.  4  
Piano – Mr. Westlake for tuning                                                   1.  1   - 
Tea              8.  9  
Table Cloths    17.  0 
Parcels from Bath               6.  6 
Parcels from London 2     4   4 
Parcels to London 4          12   0 

  ÷2     13  11  2 ½ 
6   15   7

1    2    0 
  £7   17   7  

                                                                                  4   Tea        1   9 
           £7  15  10 

 
26th August 1820 
Mr. Kinnear, particular amount 
which has been paid by Mr. Hunt 
Wine for Hairy Bill – 22 August 6   6 
 Ditto         Ditto          23    “ 6   6 
Mr. Kinnear and my own driver 6   - 
Parcels to and from London   3 ___ 



   £   1   2   0  
 
Settled up to this day Saturday August 26th 
 
Sunday August 27th  1820 
 
Pike came down at 10 o’clock and without saying one word for the first time Locked me up in my 
room in the day time 
 
Solitary confinement   having taken a dose of Salts I am now prevented access to the yard and am in 
consequence suffering considerable pain in my Bowels by endeavouring to suppress the Motion. 
 
Wyatt informed me Mr. Bridle was at Capel(sic) today this is the third time only that he has attended 
Chapel since I have been here – Bad examples this for the Governor to set – I understand he is 
frequently working with his Clerk during Chapel Hours and during the Election the doors have been 
open during divine Service to  admit his political Friends – Morality indeed 
 
Mr. Hobbs and Mr. Badcock can speak more particularly to matters of this sort. 
 
Received a parcel from London for Mr. K. and myself 
 
Pike never asked me as usual “if I liked to go to Chapel”  
 
Mr. Hunt presents his Compliments to Mr. Bridle and would thank him to say whether it was by any 
fresh order of the Magistrates that he was this day for the third time locked up in his Room for nearly 
two hours solitary confinement in the day  Mr. Hunt knowing the danger, having already experienced 
the consequences of making any complaint, does not presume to offer this by way of remonstrance 
against this new punishment but he merely wishes to be informed by whose order it was inflicted – 
Mr. Hunt will also trouble Mr. Bridle to inform him the address of Mr. Abraham Elton the new 
Chairman of the Quarter Sessions. 

 
Sunday Evening 

Pike locked the doors of the Factory and Wyatts Ward last Sunday but did not lock either the Hatch or 
my Door. 
 
This is the first day I was locked up in Solitary Confinement in the day time.  
 
Monday August 28th 
 
Marginal Note: Very ill. Sent for Doctor. 
 
I could not sleep all Night from a pain in the lower part of the Abdomen the Neck of the Bladder and 
the lower passages about four o’clock the pain became acute and I lay in great agony till 6 when the 
Doors were open and Wyatt came up I got him to Ring for Mr. Hobbs who came immediately as he 
always has done when I  have rung. 
 



I beged (sic) to send for Mr.  Robinson the Surgeon as I was in great Pain – but I lay till 8 o’clock 
without anyone coming near me in excruciating pain the sweat streaming down my face – I took 50 
Drops of Laudanum which in ten minutes gave me ease.  
 
Marginal Note, mostly illegible:  ……..Mr. Williams – Counseller - 2 Nieces…..…….brought down 
by Bridle 
 
At ½ past 8 I heard a voice below that I knew it was Little Counselor(sic) Williams  I heard him with 
Wyatt for me who told him that I was ill I called him up and we had 10 Minutes or ¼ of an Hours 
conversation he told me that everybody cried  Shame at my Sentence that when Bailey passed it 
Scarlett turned round and said in the hearing of the Whole Bar that it was an infamous sentence and I 
should have the Sympathy of the Whole Country that every Man of the Bar friends and foes cried 
Shame Shame 
 
Monday August 28th continued 
 
Marginal Note:  Williams – Conversation (illegible) Bridle bringing two young ladies to see me 
before ½ eight o’clock in the morning was a double breach of the order of the Magistrates. 
 
I told Mr. Williams I cared not a jot for the Sentence he replied that everybody said I had a mind that 
would rise superior to it.  I told him that the order lately made at the Assizes was ten thousand times 
more Vindictive and cruel than the Sentence he agreed with me that it was and said that it was all the 
doing of Old Moody – I said how?  Mr. Williams you are deceived! Mr. Williams you have been 
imposed upon – He replied I do not know it myself perhaps my information is not correct my 
Authority may not be good.  He said Bridle was the best Officer in England he did not mean as to his 
Moral Character but as to cleanliness and order.  I told him he was deceived they were all deceived 
and would find it out some day that it was a fair outside but the foulest inside.  He told me that his two 
nieces were below with Bridle who wished to take them round the Factory but Mr. Williams said he 
did not choose to trust them alone. 
 
NOTE   I have reason to believe that Bridle heard every word of this conversation as Wyatt tells me 
the Doors were open and I talked loud.  
 
Dr. Robertson came ½ past 9 and said that he had just this Moment been informed I was ill – he 
ordered Strengthening Medicine 
 
Mr. Kinnear also this Morning sent a Note to the Doctor and those who took it passed his House and 
instead of leaving it, put it into the Post Office. 
 
Marginal Note: Visit from Bridle to answer my letter and conversation thereof. 
 
Bridle came down to me at ½ past 10 to answer the interogataries(sic)  in my letter – He explicitly and 
unequivocally told me that Pike had locked me up on Sunday in consequence of an order that he 
received from Mr. Moody to do it.  And he gave me to understand that he had nothing to do with it – 
he appeared to cast the blame entirely on Mr. Moody and Pike    he said he felt as much as any Man 
could at the order that was made at the Assizes and endeavoured to explain why he executed that 



order in such an inhuman savage manner, but he completely failed to convince me of his sincerity – 
although he professed a great deal of kindness towards me. 
 
Tuesday August 29th 1820 ----- 
 
Mr. Hunt presents his compliments to Mr. Moody and he feels it his duty to request the Honour of an 
Interview the first time that he is disengaged and passing this way. 

Ilchester Jail August 29th 1820 
 

Sent a parcel to Dolby Manuscript  
 
I wrote this Letter to see Mr. Moody in consequence of Bridle saying that Pike locked me up on 
Sunday by his Mr. Moody’s order 
 
And from what fell from Mr. Williams the Counselor(sic) who appeared to wish to impress upon my 
mind that Mr. Moody was the cause of of (sic) the infamous Order made at the Wells Assizes to 
prohibit all Females from seeing me unless it was amongst the  Felons and Convicts and persons 
accused of and convicted of  unnatural Crime. 
 
For I do not like to fix such a charge upon Mr. Moody who I think a very honourable Man without 
better proof neither do I believe that he ordered me to be locked up, as Hobbs told me that Moody 
want away immediately without speaking to Pike or any one. 
 
My Servant Henry Andrews came down to see me having brought Letter from Mrs. Vince Miss Gray 
and Harry.  Also a Couple of Ducks from Mr. C. Mundy with a note. 
 
Davis brought a note from Mr. Bridle for Mr. Kinnear saying that he wished to see him when he 
returned after locking up time. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Bridle upon very bad terms yet.  
 
Mr. Kinnear was called into Bridles Parlour after he left this where he sat some time drinking or rather 
tasting Wine with Mr. Symes who came to sell him some. Not a word of the Pie. Mrs. Bridle walked 
in to the great annoyance of Bridle. 
 
Marginal Note; Direct violation of the Wells order. 
 
Contrast - Mr. Kinnear allowed to see and deal with the Wine Merchant after 9 o’clock at Night  – But 
Gregory the Baker refused admittance with his Bread and Cakes to come to  me because it was after 5 
in the Afternoon – My Son also refused.  
 
I learned also from Mrs.(?) Kinnear that Mr. K. had been taken out into the Town to see the House 
wherein                     (Bethell?) lives.  
 
Wednesday August 30th 1820 
 



Marginal Note: Mr. Moody came etc. 
 
Mr. Moody came and it turns out exactly as I suspected.  Mr. Moody never gave any order whatever 
on Saturday 12th(sic) of August  when he was here as Bridle told me Pike said he did but if Mr. 
Moody gave any such orders Pike would have(sic) course put them into execution the next day when 
it was fresh in his memory and not have waited 3 Weeks before he did it, however it is a let(?) upon 
the face of it and Mr. Moody says he never desired him or gave him any order of the Sort. I told Mr. 
Moody also what Counselor(sic) Williams told me, and fairly inferring from  whence the insinuation 
came he felt very indignant indeed. 
 
He told me that he believed there was an order that all the Officers of the Jail should attend Divine 
Service.  
 
Wyatt has only seen Bridle there 3 times since I came here Fifteen Weeks this Day – I said nothing of 
this to Moody. 
 
Marginal Note:  Bridle 
 
I learn that it turns out that Mr. Bridle gave positive Orders to Pike in the presence of Davis to lock 
me up last Sunday – Gracious God what falsehood and Hypocrisy. 
 
I have this day learned what tricks are carried out with some of the Female Convicts on their Rod to 
London in the Coach. 
 
Marginal Note:  Bridle 
 
What was the cause of the Female Convict that had been here two years and working a great deal of 
the time in Bridles House, being taken off in a hurry without any notice some time back 
 
Bridle gets famous fees when he takes these Convicts.  Good Fees also when he pays a visit to his 
confidential Friend the perpetual UnderSheriff  of Somerset 
 
Harry came in at 9 o’clock till 12 Returned home this Day 
 
Bed Room and Sitting Room Smoked very bad. 
 
Heavy Rain beat into all the Windows – Locked up at ½ past Seven 
 
Marginal Note: Letter to Mr. Bridle 
 
Mr. Hunt presents his Compliments to Mr. Bridle and if it is convenient to spare the Man he would be 
much obliged to him to have the Patent Machine that he had sent from Yeovil for the purpose, put on 
the top of his chimney tomorrow as his Sitting Room as well as the Bed Room have smoked the 
whole of this Evening almost enough to suffocate him and as Mr. Bridle will recollect that he is 
locked up and cannot get away from this troublesome Companion he hopes it will be done as soon as 
convenient.  Mr. Hunt will also be glad to have some rabbets put on to the Sashes that open in the 



Windows as his Bed Room has been inundated with Water during the Storm this Evening and a 
considerable deal of Rain has penetrated the Window of the Sitting Room – the Bedroom in 
consequence is not fit for anyone to sleep in and he cannot keep a Fire in it as the Smoke is 
insufferable. 

                                        Wednesday Evening 
 

Sent a Letter to Dolby with remainder of address 
 
Thursday August 31st 1820 
 
Walked in the Factory Yard one Hour very thick Fog. 
 
Marginal Note:  Mr. Bridle came down. 
 
Mr. Bridle came down.  Patent Machine taken away and put upon some other Chimney – He ordered 
the Windows to be done and said that he would send for another  Machine from Yeovil if in fact any 
thing, and every thing was to be done. 
 
Mr. Jones came to take Mr. Kinnears likeness.      . 
 
Sent the Debtors 3 Numbers of my Memoirs and 12 Statesman papers 
 
Mr. Bridle gone from Home nobody knows where 
 
Carpenters came to measure for the Rabbets of the Windows 
 
Marginal Note:  Bridle gone to a Ball 
 
Bridle Robinson and Trent(?) (the famed Queensman) gone to Ilminster with Mrs. Stayner to a Ball at 
Mr. Lorimer’s(?) Mrs. Stainers Father – As the Jailor was there Query was  Mr. Hanning(?) the 
Magistrate there?  I hear they both thrash(?) in the same Bar – But Stainer is a very good sort of a 
fellow.  This Mr. Hanning signed the famous Wells order He also professed to be a Liberty Lord. 
 


