
*After the last Election Mr. Bridle had a large part(sic) to Dinner and Supper and a fine jollification.  

Mr. Kinnear of the Party.  Also a Band of Music within the Walls and Dancing in the front of the 

Felons Ward.  Whores Rogues Port(?) Boys etc. etc. etc. Drunk. (I don’t know what the asterisks 

signify) 

July 1st                 Saturday July 1st 

Hobbs came with the Carpenter to take measure for a foot Board to go under the Table.  This is the 

Board that has been talked so much about.  The foot Board brought at last. 

Carpenter took measure once more for the Partition to the Bed Room and received orders from Hobbs 

to proceed immediately about it and get it as forward as possible – agreed with the Carpenter that 

there was not enough Deal to finish that and the Floor. 

*Hobbs told us that he has informed Mr. Bridle what we told him last Night,  that Mr. Bridle said if 

we had any complaints to make we must make them to him. Hobbs desired me to speak to Mr. 

(crossings out) he came down about what was ordered by Mr. Philips.  I told him that I was tired of 

speaking, and that they must do it their own way.  Mrs. Bridle, Mr. and Mrs. Norris and Mrs Hobbs 

(here the handwriting degenerates into scribble – or is it another person writing again?) paid us a 

visit in my Room.  Letter and Newspapers not received till 6 o’clock this evening.  Wyatt asked again 

for a Bible but in vain. Davis. 

Mrs. Bridle and Mr. and Mrs. Norris Dr. Robertson Miss Norris etc. called and sat 1/2 an Hour.  

Locked up ¼ before 10. 

Mr. Pike recommended us if the time of putting our candles was enquired about to say at 10 o’clock. 

2 July 1820  Sunday 

Mr. Bridle and Parson Reece called.  Mr. Bridle invited Mr. Kinnear to call on him after being in 

Chapel – had a conversation with a view to my application we intended to make to the Magistrates at 

the approaching Gaol Sessions.  Mr. Kinnear told Mr. Bridle what were the intentions of Mr. Hunt 

and himself on that subject – the various topics of our walking in the Factory Yard – the admission of 

our Friends at all hours – of fitting up our apartments comfortably (illegible).  Mr. Bridle stated it 

would be necessary to have the whole (illegible) conversation with the Magistrates, with various other 

desultory remarks -  -  was introduced to an artist a debtor in the Gaol who is taking Mrs. Bridles 

likeness-   took Mr. and Mrs. Norris and Miss Norris who arrived on the eve of their departure. 

Mr. Bridle called in the Evening – asked us to tell Pike or Hobbs to come to him for instructions about 

taking up a stone in the floor of the Room we occupy to examine if it be damp – this we did.  Mr. 

Bridle told us he was sitting for a Portrait or miniature to an Artist in the Gaol and that Mr. Hunt 

should have one from which to engrave a plate for his book as publicity. 

(The next few lines confused – some insertions between original text) 

3    Parcel to London 

4th July 



Marginal Note.  Bridle 

Factory door locked all day.  Parcel to London Locked up at Ten. Settled our accounts to this day 20/4 

each 

Mrs. Bridle called for a few minutes on Mr. Kinnear.  Hobbs took a Stove in the Sitting Room. Mr. 

Bridle called on both. 

(Writing now back to normal) 

July 4 continued 

Mrs. Bridle and Miss (space) called and walked through the Factory.  She had a long conversation 

with Wyatt.  Pike locked up by himself, Geo. Bridle and Davis Haymaking. 

5 

Mrs. Bridle visited Mr. Kinnear. 

Parcel to London, Barrett came in and had 25 more Memoirs. 

Parcel to Bath. 

Cold and Head Ach(sic) 

Pike Hay making 

Pike and Davis locked us up at 9 o’clock 

Magistrates had a Meeting at the Town Hall, but no one called here. 

No Visiting Magistrate has been here since Saturday fortnight. 

Wyatt asked again for a Bible, but in vain.   

No River Water this day 

6th Thursday 

(Change of handwriting) 

A meeting of the Magistrates in Sessions at the Gaol -   present 

•  Wm. Dickenson Esq. Kingweston 

• Aaron (illegible) Esq. of Kingsdon 

• John Philips Esq. of Montecute 

•         Newman Esq. of Barrack Hall 

•         Thring Esq. of 



• Parson Philips 

• Thos. Poole 

•           Goodford Esq. of Yeovil, Chairman 

           Broderick, Undersheriff 

           Cole   Clerk of the Peace 

On our application the Magistrates granted us permission for our friends to come to see us from 9 

o’clock in the morning to Sunset.  That we be permitted to walk I the Factory yard at all times when 

the labourers are not there - and all day on Sundays. 

That we be permitted to dine at Mr. Bridles Table if that should be convenient to him, the time for 

Dinner limitted(sic) to one hour. That the visits of our friends be received in our day room or in our 

respective apartments as best suits us. 

That our day room be fited(sic) up in a comfortable and convenient way with a plank floor, cupboards 

and shelves and any other requests and that we may put in our rooms any furniture at our own 

reference which we may require. 

That we have a Bell put up in each of our rooms to use when occasion may require it.  The 

Magistrates expressed to Mr. Hunt and myself an unqualified wish to do all in their power to make us 

as comfortable as the prison will admit of.  Mrs. Bridle sent Mrs. Hobbs to apologise for not asking us 

up to dinner today. 

Mr. Bridle and his friend Mr. Humphrey, attorney, of Bath called about 8 o’clock upon us and 

Thursday 6th July 1820 Continued 

Marginal Note: Bridle 

walked with us in the factory yard.  Mr. Davies came at the unusual early hour of 9 o’clock to lock us 

up assigning as a reason that all the other Turnkeys were in Mr. Bridles Hay field. 

At 10 o’clock Mr. Davis came to Mr. Kinnears apartment and afterwards to Mr. Hunts, with a 

message from Mr. Bridle from the Bell Inn to borrow the newspaper. 

Mr. Hunt reprofessed a wish to give each of the prisoners a small portion of Breakfast powder.  The 

Magistrates with one consent (?) acceded to this wish, and each of them accepted for themselves half 

a pound. 

(Back to Hunt’s handwriting) 

Dr. Brier called and requested some Breakfast Powder and Herb tea – which he had 

Mr. Pitcher called twice. 

Mr. White came for Breakfast Powder. 



Mr. Bridle informed me that Six of the Magistrates sent for a Number of my Memoirs each.  Two of 

them had got it before. 

Mr. Bridle finished carrying his Hay and kept his home(?) harvest. 

When Davis locked up he was alone.  I desired him to inform Mr. Hobbs that I wished to walk in the 

Factory Yard before breakfast and therefore I requested that he would leave open the Door. 

Wyatt constantly asking Pike for a Bible. 

7th  Friday July 7th 1820 

Factory door left open by Geo. Bridle when he unlocked at 6 o’clock.  Hobbs came once more to 

Measure for the Partition. 

The Factory Door was kept locked up the whole time from One till 2 o’clock while ten people were 

from their Work. 

Mrs. Geo. Bridle came through and I desired her to inform anyone she might see that I was waiting 

for a Walk in the Factory. 

I told Hobbs that I should make a regular complaint against him for not opening the Door his Answer 

wat that he had received no Orders from Mr. Bridle 

(Change of handwriting). 

Went to Mr. Bridles to dinner. 

Mr. .Hunt expressed himself  (illegible) to me about the door of the Factory being shut today, which 

we both consider contrary to the order of the Magistrates.  Mr. Pike came in while we were 

conversing and we suppose carried it to Mr. Bridle, as on our entering the Parlour Mr. Bridle 

addressing himself to Mr. Hunt said – He had not yet had time to arrange with his officers about our 

walking in the factory, and that the order of the Magistrates was that we should walk there when Mr. 

Bridle could make it convenient – that he had been arranging to make it convenient, and, would make 

it convenient we should always be at liberty to walk there when the people were not at work. 

7th July Friday – Continued 

Mr. Bridle said he must adhere strictly to the order for allowing one hour only for dinner – and that to 

prevent mistakes he should order Pike to take us away when it expired.  Mr. Bridle was evidently 

much out of temper at our noticing that we had not the full enjoyment of what the magistrates as we 

thought had granted to us. 

Mr. Bridle came this evening with Hobbs to give directions about preparing the floor – a Cupboard – 

and the Door on entering the room – which he did in unison with our views but refused to fit a door at 

the bottom of the Stairs, or, to erect the partition and closet in Mr. Hunts Bed Room in the manner Mr. 

Hunt wished it and as it appears would be the most eligible(?sic).  We understood the Magistrates to 

order the alterations and additions in the Room to be done in the manner most convenient for 

ourselves and most consistent with our comforts. 



(Mr. Hunt’s handwriting returns) 

Door of the Factory opened at 6 Walked till ½ past Nine when Pike locked up – Davis very ill again. 

(Back to Mr. Kinnear’s scrawl?) 

 

8 July 

 

Sent a Note to Mr. Bridle asking him to call that we may speak to him about a door at the bottom of 

the Stairs and that Mr. Hunt might speak to him about a Closet upstairs.  Mr. Bridle called soon after. 

We told him we thought the intention of the Magistrates was that we should have that or any thing 

else in reason to make us comfortable.  He said he did not think his present orders authorised him to 

do it, but he had no doubt he should on seeing the Magistrates it would be ordered, and with their 

expression(?) it certainly would be done the subject addressed.  A desultory conversation about the 

meeting of the Magistrates on the previous day ensued. 

 

(Back to Mr. Hunt’s writing) 

 

Received a Basket of Fruit, Lettuces(?) Cheese and Sugar from Bath. 

 

Fryars Son came from Yeovil while we were at Dinner he had 4 Nos. (I think he means copies of his 

memoirs) and 3lbs of Breakfast Powder. 

 

Locked up at ½ past Nine Pike alone.  Davis is still very ill.   

 

a little after Ten Pike came to borrow the Statesman for Mr. Bridle who wished to shew(sic) the 

paragraph about Bergami to a Gentleman upon my enquiring who it was he replied Mr. Robinson. 

 

At this time I had a dizziness(?) over my Eyes. 

 

9 July Sunday 

 

Factory door left open by Geo. Bridle at 6 o’clock.  No Water till ½ past Seven altho Geo. Bridle was 

requested to send some when Scarlett came he said he did not dare to come without orders if he did he 

should be locked up. 

 

About 10 o’clock Hobbs came to ask leave to lock up the Factory door ½ an hour while they mustered 

the Prisoners that were going 

 

9 July Sunday continued 

 

to the Sessions at Bridgewater 32 in Number this request was no sooner made than granted. 

 

We went to Chaple(sic) 

 

Bridle said again when applied to by me to let the Prisoners have a 1/4lb Breakfast powder each “by 

all means”. 

 



Sent up 32 Quarters for the Prisoners that are going to the Sessions tomorrow. 

 

Locked up by Pike at ½ past nine. 

 

Davis very ill (dangerous) with ulcerated Sore Throat etc. 

 

10 

 

Mr. Bridle went with 32 Prisoners to Bridgewater Sessions. 

 

Received a fine large Turbot as a present from Mr. John Williams of  Stanhouse(sic) in the name of 

the Radicals of Plymouth etc. 

 

Dined with Mrs. Bridle and Dr. Robertson upon Turbot.  Mrs. Bridle, Miss and Dr. Robertson drank 

Tea with us he having previously driven Mrs. B out in her Grig to Mudford etc. etc. they remained 

with us till nearly 9 ‘clock. 

 

Received a parcel from Dolby with 150 Numbers 100  No. 1, 50 No. 1. 

 

Fryer of Yeovil had 1200 Numbers of Memoirs 60 of No. 1, 40 of No. 2. Davis still very ill.  Geo. 

Bridle was outside all day. 

 

11 July Tuesday 

 

Mr. White had 6 Numbers of No. 2 and returned 9 of No. 1 of Memoirs.   Mrs. Andover came in and 

received for Butter (illegible). 

 

Two young Ladies came in with him.  Borrowed a 1£ of Mr. Kinnear. 

 

Sent 40 memoirs to Mr. Bridle at Bridgewater 20 No. 1, 20 No. 2. 

 

Pike locked us up at 20 Minutes pasts Nine o’clock it is not dark till 10.  We were never locked up till 

10 or a ¼ before 10 till since the Jail Sessions. 

 

Marginal Note: Pike 

 

Water out; both Pumps dry.  Applied for Water to be brought early in the Morning.  Pike ordered 

Wyatt to fetch some from the Factory Pump adding that was as good as Mr. Bridles Pump.  Davis still 

ill. 

 

12  Wednesday July 12th 

 

Fine warm Rain this Morning. 

 

Walked in the factory Yard. 

 

Greenwood the Smith came in and took measure for a Tripod. 



Dr. Robertson came in – Fête given to celebrate young Lilly’s acquittal for (illegible). 

Gave Pike 155 Quarters of Breakfast Powder to give to the Prisoners.  Pike gave in the list as follows 

 No.                                                 

Debtors upper Ward 28 

Debtors Lower Ward 24 

Misdemeanour Ward 31 

Time Ward 35 

Felons ditto   9 

Convicts ditto   1 

Male Infirmary   6 

Boys Yard Females(?)   7 

Female Yard 20  

          161 

 

Myself Mr. Kinnear Wyatt and Coachman               4 

No. of Prisoners in the Jail at this time          165 

Sent to the Sessions Monday 32 

No. of Persons in Mr. Bridles House   6 

Pikes ditto   5 

Hobbs ditto   8 

Geo. Bridle ditto   4        23 

Number of Persons within the Walls   100 

Number of Persons within the Walls before the Sessions 200 

 

Sent a Letter to Mr. James Pitman desiring him to call but I received no Answer. 

 

Mrs. Bridle gone to Wells we dined here – Wet Evening. 

 

Pike locked us up at Nine o’clock.  Davis still very ill. 

 

Mr. Hobbs came to tell me that Pike had said letters were sending out of the Gaol without going by an 

officer and that was against the Rules – that James Pitman brought one to show him. 

 

13 July Thursday 

 

A Wet Night and rainy Morning. 

 

Pike brought in Mr. White who wanted more breakfast Powder. 

 

Mr. Hobbs brought in Greenwood with a Tripod. 

 

Mrs. Bridle visited Mr. Kinnear and informed him that she heard of Pike giving himself Airs in her 

absence about a letter being sent out without his Knowledge. 

 

Received letter of thanks from the Poor Debtors – T. Carruthers. 

 



James Pitman came to see me when I was at Dinner.  Pike told me I must go to my Ward first and he 

would then bring him down to me which he did. 

 

Mr. Kinnear sat nearly an Hour after with Mrs. Bridle. 

 

About ½ past 8 Miss Hobbs came for Mr. Kinnear to go to Mrs. Bridle (here writing deteriorates) 

who invited him to spend an hour which he did in Mr Bridles House.  Mr. Pike let Mr. Kinnear into 

his room a little just 11.(sic) 

 

(Writing improves) 

 

Bridle proposed to send an address to the Queen from Ilchester. 

 

Pike locked up at ½ past Nine – Davis still very ill 

 

Friday July 14th 

14 July   

 

Mr. Hunt and Mr. Kinnear Present their compliments to Mr. Hobbs and feel it their duty to 

communicate to him in the absence of Mr. Bridle that Henry Emery has been threatening to make his 

escape and as the Man appears very dissatisfied it is possible he may make the attempt.    

 Ilchester July 14th 1820. 

 

Pike removed the Coachman Emery at our request. 

 

Dr. Robertson came in, Halesman(?) and Cobbett. 

 

Pike brought a Gentleman and 2 Ladies one of them Mrs. Moody. 

 

Mrs. Bridle visited Mr. Kinnear. 

 

Mr. Bridle returned from the Sessions with 32 prisoners about Eleven o’clock – 9 to be Transported. 

 

Sir John Acland(sic) resigned the situation of Chairman. 

 

15   Saturday July 15th 

 

Dr. Robertson came in and sat for half an hour we drew up a Requisition to the High Bailiff for 

Calling a Public Meeting to address the Queen. 

 

Message brought me from Fryer at Yeovil by the Smith who makes the Keys of the prison to say that 

he had not been out to canvas for any Subscribers to the Memoirs as he was advised to wait till the 1st 

of August till he could get a Hawkers Licence.  I wrote a Note to desire him to come here today. 

 

Mr. Bridle came down and informed me that he had received orders from the Magistrates at the 

Quarter Sessions to have a Door put to the Staircase and the Partition to my bedroom with Shelves 

and all other necessary things done exactly as Mr. Hunt chose, so that he Bridle approved of it. 

 



He gave orders to Hobbs to have the Sitting room floor put out to season and shrink and to get the 

partition ready and to make a Closet as I wished with folding doors and Shelves like a Wardrobe. 

 

Mr. Bridle informed us that Mr. Moody and Mr. Whaley the visiting Magistrates had been and 

enquired for us, but he Mr. Bridle had informed them that we did not want to see them. 

 

We staid(sic) nearly 2 Hours at Dinner and we asked for Pike several times before Mr. Bridle rung the 

Bell for him, and then he did it reluctantly and by a joke hinted that we might not have been in a hurry 

. . . . He read the Courier to us. 

 

Dr. Robertson drank Tea with us and walked till Sunset when Pike came to inform him the time was 

up. 

 

Mr. Pope of Yeovil came wishing to have some Numbers of my Memoirs desiring to know the terms 

upon which I would Serve Mr. Davis of Exeter whose travelling Agent he is – He promised to call 

tomorrow Evening.  Pike did not lock up till Dark. 

 

16   Sunday July 16th 

 

Parcel from Home Books and Registers etc. 

 

Parcel from Dolby – Caricatures etc. 

 

Mrs. Bridle and Mrs. Badcock drank Tea with us. 

 

(Change of handwriting) 

 

Dinner at Mr. Bridles with Mr. and Mrs. Badcock and three Gentleman – [Pope and Fryar came from 

Yeovil]  (these few words I have put in brackets are in Hunt’s writing) 

 

17th Monday 

 

Mr. Davis who has been ill for sometime again returned to the Gaol. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Badcock again at dinner. 

 

(Back to Hunt’s writing) 

 

16     

 

Mr. Cotton came from Glastonbury and had some difficulty in getting in George Bridle having 

informed him that no person but Relations were admitted on a Sunday.  He saw Bridle who desired 

that all persons may have free access to me. 

 

Pope a neighbour and their Wives came in the afternoon.  Pope wishes to have the distribution of my 

Memoirs he is an Agent of Mr. Kelly the Publisher. 

 

(Change of writing and large sections of this page and next are blank) 



 

17 Monday July 17th 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Badcock left this late last night. 

 

Wednesday 19 July 

 

Mrs. Bridle unwell and did not dine with us. 

 

Settled our accounts.  Mr. Hunt gave me 3/- out of a pound. 

 

(Hunt’s writing) – Settled this day with Mr. Kinnear. 

 

(Kinnear’s (?) writing) 

 

Thursday 20th July 

 

Mr. Jones nephew and the Marshall of the K. B. (Kings Bench?) a prisoner for debt here, came to take 

my likeness – agreed to take two for 3 guineas. 

 

A Meeting of the Inhabitants of  Ilchester and its vicinity called by the High Baillif(sic)for Monday 

next to address the Queen.  I sent a parcel to London with my own Letters etc. 

 

(Back to Hunt’s writing) 

 

20  Thursday July 20th 

 

Walking in the Factory Yard I met Hodge and enquired of him whether there was any Hopes of my 

having the Bedroom finished.  He Answered that they had a Weeks Work before they should be ready 

to put up the partition.  Determined to Write to Mr. Bridle 

 

To Mr. Bridle 

 

Dear Sir   July 20th 1820 

 

It was a month last Saturday that Mr. Phillips, the Visiting Magistrate gave orders that I should have a 

partition erected between my Bedroom and the Staircase of Mr. Kinnears and my Sitting Room.  I 

then wrote to my Family who were most anxious to see me to defer their Journey for a short time that 

I might have a room for them to sit down in When they came.  It is now a fortnight since the Session 

Magistrates finding that the order was not even begun gave directions to have it completed.  I have 

written to put off the visit of my Family from day to day in hopes of having this Work done that they 

might have a room to sit down in when they came to see me as I was informed that the Whole of the 

alterations would be completed in about a Week and as I was anxious that they should not have the 

mortification of seeing me in such a Wretched place.  I am now informed by one of the Carpenters 

who I met by Accident going to his Work in the Factory that it will be a Week before they will be 

ready to put up this trifling partition that was ordered so specifically by Mr. Phillips to be done nearly 

five Weeks since.  I am sure it only required your kind interference to have this thing done out of 

hand, because I cannot forget that when the very odious order was made to remove Mr. Kinnear from 



the Comforts of your House into the interior of a Wretched Jail a Room was floored, and fitted up for 

him so as to enable you to execute this order in a very few days.  I am Sir Your obedient…etc.  H. 

Hunt. 

 

If any Magistrates should come to the Jail you will oblige me by informing them that I wish to see 

them. 

 

Mr. Bridle came down with the new Visiting Magistrate Mr. Moody who was attending the Jail about 

building a New Wall adjoining the River and taking the Road into the Debtors Ward etc. 

 

Mr. Moody ordered a Rumford Stone Grate to be put in our Room to prevent its smoaking(sic) also 

the thick Wall below the Window to be cut down the same as that above stairs, and said everything 

was to be done as I wished it, and intimated that the Magistrates had given an order to that effect at 

Bridgewater Sessions. 

 

Chest of Drawers and Vegetables from Bath came without any examination.  Mr. Moody lamented 

that there was not better accommodations for me but said we must make this as comfortable as we 

could. 

 

(Writing changes – Mr. Kinnear?) 

 

21st Friday 

 

Mr. Bridle sent to say that he was engaged with the Surveyor of the Gaol and excused himself from 

seeing us at dinner – we therefore dined in our own apartment. 

 

Mr. Jones the Painter has not come to me today altho I requested of Mr. Davis that he might be 

brought. 

 

A parcel from Dolby enclosing Letters for me. 

 

Wrote a Letter to Mrs. Kent for Arnold that he might petition Lords of the Treasury for his release. 

 

(Back to Hunt’s writing) 

 

July 23     Sunday July 23 

 

Dr. Robertson called in the Morning. 

 

Sent a Parcel to London to Dalby Copy for 3rd Nos. 

 

The Taylor Transport came down by himself and Brought my Linen and Wyatts Shirt – Transport 

with Irons trusted with Key. 

 

Wyatt as usual blabed(sic)this to Pyke(sic) which caused a Row with Davis who came to me to 

apologise. 

 



Mrs. Howard Lord Pawletts Housekeeper called to see me.  She and her Friend dined at Mr. Bridles. 

Mrs. Bridle did not appear, she promised to drink Tea with us.  She was very bitter against Men who 

use their Wives ill and was very pointed against the King and would not drink His Health which 

Bridle appeared to enjoy very much, as he laughed outrageously.  If a Radical was to talk in this way 

he would be hung – But your Loyal people may say anything with impunity. 

 

Bridle came down to my Room and I pressed him very much to persuade Mrs. Bridle and Mrs. 

Howard to come down and drink Tea with us, but what was very surprising to me he did not fall in 

with my Views but said the Women were all upstairs together and that they could not come. 

 

Bridle went to Trents to settle about the Meeting and left Robertson with me.  Mr. Kinnear talking in 

the Factory with Mrs. Hobbs learned some very extraordinary News which accounted for Bridles 

extraordinary conduct to his Wife and her absence from the Dinner Table Saturday and Thursday. 

 

Bridle seeing Mr. Kinnear talking with Mrs. Hobbs at the upper end of the Factory walked over to the 

other side and remained there out of sight for some time. 

 

Robinson(sic) off with the  address to Trents to meet Bridle.  Davis Locked up a little after Nine. 

 

Bayley came down this day to help Wyatt. 

 

24   Monday July 24th 

 

Public Meeting to address the Queen. 

 

Address to the Queen carried unanimously. 

 

Address to Dr. Lushington  Ditto. 

 

Thanks to Wood. 

 

(Writing changes – Kinnear?) 

 

AM    Dr. Robertson with Mr. Trent appointed to carry up and present this several addresses. 

 

(Back to Hunt’s writing) 

 

Bridle did not Drink at Trents, but left us immediately after Dinner to go. 

 

Mr. Pitcher drew the interior of my Prison House.  Mr. Woodrow over with him. 

 

Trent the High bailiff gave a Dinner.  Bridle was there after Dinner. 

 

Symes got very Drunk at Trents. Bridle had his Watch left his Money in the Inn Stable. 

 

25 Tuesday July 25th 1820 

 

Workmen began the alterations at 7 o’clock – this Day. 



 

Dr. Colston Rector of Lidford came to see me as a visiting Magistrate accompanied by Mr. Tripp and 

Mr. Brook from Bristol as a deputation from their gaol Committee.  Dr. Colston behaved in the most 

obliging and friendly way gave positive directions to have a Door to Wyatts ______________ 

Outhouse.  He assured me that it was the wish of the Magistrates of the County to render me every 

accomodation(sic) in which desire he most fully participated and he beged(sic) that if ever I should 

wish for any thing that I would send for him and he would wait upon me at an Hours notice. 

 

He said the same to Mr. Kinnear. 

 

Made him a present of breakfast Powder 1 lb – 1 lb also to Mr. Tripp. 

 

Mr. and Miss Westlake and two Miss Drews called and  sat an Hour. 

 

Mr. Westlake came afterwards and drank Tea and we bespoke a Pianoforte – gave him ½ lb Breakfast 

Powder. 

 

Sent a parcel to London to Dolby. 

 

Mrs. Maynard and Mrs. Hobbs called. 

 

(Writing changes – Kinnear’s?) 

 

Mrs. Maynard was sent for by Mr. Bridle to come to interfere between him and Mrs. Bridle.  For 

several days past Mrs. Bridle has no appeared at Dining Table and a mysterious silence has appeared 

on the part of Mr. Bridle about it but we learn from Mrs. Badcock,  Mrs. Hobbs and Mrs. Maynard, 

that Mrs. Geo. Bridle has charged Mrs. Bridle with conduct so gross that it will not admit of 

recapitulation, and that this refers to circumstances which took place seven years ago - that a great 

deal of most violent altercation and recrimination between Mr. and Mrs. Bridle has taken place and 

that it is likely to lead to a separation. 

 

(Mr. Hunt’s writing returns) 

 

26  Wednesday  July 26th 

 

Mrs. Maynard sits at the Head of Mr. Bridles Table.  Mrs. Bridle has not been there for some days, in 

consequence we get not only cursed bad but very unpleasant Dinners.  We understand that Mr. Bridle 

insists upon his Wife leaving his house and going to London to her Father. 

 

27  Thursday July 27th 

 

Mr. Northmore called this morning to see me on his road to Warwick to attend the Trial of Major 

Cartwright.  Wooler Edmdonds and Maddocks Lewis, for conspiracy to return Sir Charles Wolseley 

to Parliament as Legislatorial Attorney for Birmingham.  Trial expected to come on Tuesday Next 

August the 1st.  He is to Call upon Sir C. Wolseley at Abingdon on his way. 

 



Northmore is an excellant(sic) fellow – got a cross examination from Geo. Bridle at the Gate asked 

him what he was and what was his Business.  Tuson informed him that he did not know whether he 

could see me or not, What a Liar! 

 

Mrs. Raymond informed us that Mrs. Bridle was to go to London this night by the Exeter Subscription 

Coach with Maria Hobbs and to return in a Month when it was blown over a Little. 

 

Mrs. Maynard is to go home this Night – She appears very much affected about her friend Mrs. Bridle 

and Mrs. Hobbs appears frantic to think that her Sister should be used so ill in consequence of the 

Malignant falsehoods of Mrs. Geo. Bridle who at all events must be an infamous and an abandoned 

Bitch. 

 

Mrs. Bridle and Maria Hobbs are to join the Coach this Night on the Outside everything is Packed up. 

 

Pike has been out several Days gone into Devonshire with a Warrant to apprehend the people who 

broke open a Linen Draper s Shop at Yeovil -  a Fellow who is  a prisoner here having turned Kings 

Evidence. 

 

Mrs. Pike very ill supposed to be about Mrs. Bridle. 

 

Work going on in my Rooms – Bed Room finished and the Floor below began laying.  Gave Hodge a  

Shilling. 

 

Slept in a Wet Room which Wyatt washed late in the Evening. 

 

28  Friday July 28th 

 

Pulled down and built up part of the Passage Wall. 

 

Found that Mrs. Bridle was not gone. 

 

Mrs. Bridle at Dinner again as usual looking very well and we found the difference even in one Day, 

nice Shoulder of Mutton and Apple Pie which with the Vegetable were all well dressed and 

comfortable as usual. 

 

We now hear that Mrs. Bridle is not going to London but is to remain here.  I am very glad to hear of 

this for every reason, as I think her the most respectable and reputable person about the Jail, but it is 

an old and a very true Maxim that those who interfere between Man and Wife are sure to make 

enemies of Both.  In my situation I wish to be friends with Both. 

 

Mr. Bridle informed us that he was going to London with Six female Convicts on Saturday and that he 

should hire young Trent to accompany him as he was going up with the Address to the Queen.  Bridle 

said that he has altered all their arrangements of Trent and Roberts and that Trent was to go with him 

and that Robertson was to go with Pike on Sunday who was going to take 7 Male Convicts and that he 

should treat Robertson and Trent with a ride to Chatham and he also said that he should go to 

Maidstone while he was out. 

 



A Coroners inquest held on a Man that Died in consequence of a Violent assault, and Election 

Grudge.  Died on                                                   Verdict Manslaughter. 

 

Pike returned to Yeovil with the Shoplifter this day. 

 

Finished flooring the Sitting Room and made a good  Fire in it the New Grate draws very well. 

 

29   Saturday July 29 

 

(Several gaps in this sentence) Dr. Colston Mr. Moody Mr. French and 2 other Gentlemen  Reverend  

Mr. ------- W. ---------- Cap.-- - - - - - -  called and sat with me in the Cell an Hour.  Saw my Rooms 

and approved of the improvements ordered a Trippet for the Fire, and a Portico for the Doors. 

 

Finished flooring the Room etc. etc. 

 

Mr. Bridle went to London with 6 Female Convicts and Young Trent with the address to the Queen. 

 

Gave a Workman 6s. 6d. 

 

Mrs. Bridle paid us a Visit. 

 

 30   Sunday July 30th  1820 

 

Breakfasting in the Cell at 9 o’clock was agreeably surprised by Davis announcing the arrival of Two 

Ladies to Visit me.  Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray appeared having come down to Sommerton(sic) in the 

North Devon Coach and arrived at Ilchester at 7 o’clock. 

 

Mr. Pike and Dr. Robertson took 7 Male Convicts to London the Doctor is to present the Address to 

the Queen and to Sir Lushington and Mr. Alderman(?) Wood. 

 

Mrs. Bridle went to Street. 

 

31   Monday July 31st 1820 

 

Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray came to Breakfast and staid(sic) all Day. 

 

Mr. Parker brought in the Pianno forte (sic)  

 

Hobbs brought a Round Table. 

 

Ditto a New Fender Trippet and dust  Brush from Yeovil. 

 

Miss Gray played and Sung beautifully very much improved both in her Voice and in playing. 

 

Mr. Kinnear Spent the Evening at Mrs. Bridles with Mrs. Badcock. 

 

Men came to put up a Bell in my Room but did not do it. 

 



Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray Dined. 

 

A Bottle of Wine. 

 

Aug 1st    Tuesday August 1st 1820 

 

Hodge put on a  Lock to the Door also Locks to the Cupboards below and above Stairs. 

 

Mrs.s Vince and Miss Gray came in to Breakfast and staid(sic) all day. 

 

Mr.   (space)         from Baltesbury came about a Cottage which he had Built upon the Waste. 

 

Mr.  (space)    the Poet came in a true poetical stile(sic) 

 

Barrett from Yeovil had 50 of No. 3 and 10 of No. 2 of Memoirs. 

 

Old Tuson came in to swear an Affidavit for Mr. Kinnear. 

 

Gregory the Baker from Martock       paid 2/- for Rolls etc. 

 

Girl with Earthen Ware etc. came in twice paid her 11s 8d. 

 

White had 6 No. 3 and 2 of No. 2 – paid 1£ 11d 

 

Received 100 memoirs No. 3 from Dolby. 

 

Davis came to say that Mr. Pike sent him to say that it was past  Sun Set 30 Minutes past 8. 

 

Aug. 2nd    Wednesday August 2nd 1820 

 

Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray came in and remained all Day. 

 

A second Bottle of Wine, not quite 3 parts full. 

 

Mr. Kinnear bought 2lbs of Tea to give the Women who Work for him.  Mrs. Vince and Miss Gray 

wished to see the Laundry and to carry them the Tea.  Mrs. Hobbs said she would take them 

 

But Hobbs told Mr. Kinnear that he would rather that he waited till Mr. Bridle came home before he 

gave the Tea. 

 

I applied to give the prisoners some of my Breakfast Powder. 3 Weeks before they were permitted to 

have it.  What can all this mean?  It appears very extraordinary.  Wyatt says that the people in the Jail 

have an interest in all that is sold to the Prisoners. 

 

Sent a parcel by Coach to Mirriam(sic) 

 

 


