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(Printed piece stuck in) 
471 HUNT (Henry, 1773-1835, Radical Politician)  ORIGINAL HOLOGRAPH 
JOURNAL KEPT DURING HIS IMPRISONMENT IN ILCHESTER GAOL, SOMERSET,1821, 
CONTAINING AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE IN PRISON, AND DETAILS OF 
HUNT’S APPEALS TO THE PRISON COMMISSIONERS AND COUNTY MAGISTRATES AGAINST 
THE HARSH TREATMENT HE AND HIS FELLOW PRISONERS SUFFERED AT THE HANDS OF 
THE GOVERNOR OF THE PRISON, 148  pages, folio, half calf, £12 12s 
THIS IMPRISONMENT OF HUNT WAS ON ACCOUNT OF THE PART HE TOOK IN THE 
DISTURBANCES IN MANCHESTER KNOWN AS THE “PETERLOO MASSACRE” 

(handwritten)  Dobell’s Catalogue 
 
County of Somerset I William Hannings Esquire Sheriff of the 

       to Wit County aforesaid.  To the Keepers of the Gaol 
Lancashire of the said County and also to Stephen Bush(?) 
The Kings and John Cox my Bailiffs greetings, By  
against Virtue of a Writ of our Sovereign Lord the 
Henry Hunt King to me directed I command you and 
and others every of you jointly and severally that ye, or 

one of you attach Henry Hunt if he shall 
By rule of Court ) be found in my Bailiwick and him safely 
for his contempt in ) keep so that I may have his Body before 
not paying the Sum ) our Sovereign Lord the King at Westmin- 
of Forty four pounds ) ster on Wednesday next after fifteen days of 
twelve shillings and ) Saint Martin to answer his Majesty for certain 
four pence, pursuant ) trespasses and contempt brought against 
to a rule of Court ) the said Henry in his Majesty’s Court before 
and the Masters ) his Majesty.  Hereof for not as you will 
allocation with Costs ) answer at your Peril.  Given under the 
of Attachment a ) Seal of my Office the twenty eighth day of 
bill of which Costs ) July in the Year of our Lord one thousand 
is annexed -------- ) eight hundred and twenty one. 

 
(Several words in By the same Sheriff 
margin here illegible) A true copy Mr. Bridle  Keeper 
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(Illegible word in margin) Copy July 27 1821 
In conjunction with the opinion of many Magistrates I do order that Mr. Hunt be permitted to 
see his Male and Female visitors not exceeding four at one time in his Ward from nine in the 
morning to seven in the evening until Further Orders. 
 
That at(sic) the Investigation of Mr. Hunt’s charges has now closed any order for the permission 
of Prisoners of the different wards to go to Mr. Hunt for the purpose of enabling him to arrange 
his evidence for such enquiry that order will  now terminate 

Wm. Henning(?) Sheriff 
 
To the Hon. Commissioners(?) Ilchester Gaol June 30th 18—(page torn) 
 
Gentlemen 

In consequence of your refusal to comply with my earnest request to grant your 
Summons to the Warden of the Gaol to bring before you a prisoner in his Custody Mr. Kinnear Esq., 
late a Prisoner in this Gaol  who had resided 10 Months in the Gaolers House and who had thereby 
become acquainted with all the debauchery and atrocities committed therein as well as the Torture and 
injustice inflicted upon the Prisoners and most of the tricks and deceptions and delusions 
practiced(sic) upon the Magistrates; also your having refused to grant a Summons directed to the 
Sheriff of Middlesex to produce Matthew Hobbs a Prisoner in his Custody who has acted as 
Taskmaster for five Years last Part; I have been totally deprived of these Two most material and 
necessary Witnesses to enable me to give evidence on the Charges that I proffered against Mr. Bridle 
the Gaoler on behalf of the Public, my fellow Prisoners and myself and without whose testimony the 
Hon. Commissioners can have but a faint idea of the Transactions that have been carried on in this 
Jail.  Under these Circumstances and impressed with a feeling of conscious pride that I have never 
upon any occasion in my life, received either by myself or any of my Family One Sixpence of the 
Public Money, I beg leave now most respectfully to decline accepting any Sum of Money from the 
Honourable Commissioners towards paying the Expenses of these other Witnesses (a line of words 
deleted) (7 in number) which I have called to substantiate the Charges which I proferred(sic) 
I am, Gentleman 
With great respect 
Your obedient and Humble Servant 
H. Hunt 
 
Mr. Barker(Bunker?) is requested to bring the Magistrates Journal agreeable to the Orders of the 
Commissioners that I might take the extracts directed by them H. Hunt 
 
Bridle answered Barker/Bunker? that this was no application to him.  I therefore sent the following 
 

To Wm. Bridle the Gaoler of his Majesty,  
Jaol(sic) of Ilchester 

The gaoler is required to send the Magistrates journal to Mr. Hunt agreeable to the Orders of the Hon. 
Commissioners that he may take the extracts delivered to them as the defence of the Said Gaoler 
(illegible) It is not convenient at present (illegible) Mr. Hunt humbly begs to be informed when His 



Highness the Governor will condescend to obey the orders of the Hon. Commissioners (several lines 
illegible)  
 
His Highness the Governor having set at defiance the Order of the Sheriff Mr. Hunt wishes to know if 
he has any other authority for doing so but his own insolence   “Drowning men catch at straws” 

 
 Ilchester Gaol July 5 1821 

Mr. Hunt presents his respectful Compliments to the Magistrates assembled at the Gaol Sessions and 
will thank them to favour him with a Short interview previous to their settling the Contract with the 
Baker as he has a communication to make that may be of some use to the Magistrates in making their 
future Contracts. 
 
Mr. Hunt presents his compliments to Mr. Hanning and begs the Honour of an interview with him 
before he leaves the Gaol as he does not rightly understand the day fixed for the Gaoler to enter upon 
his Second defence.  Mr. Hunt having been put to considerable expense and inconvenience in 
preparing to meet the Sheriff and Magistrates Tomorrow, he hopes the High Sheriff will put him in 
possession of the precise time he intends to enter upon this matter again.  Can it be possible that the 
Sheriff and Magistrates intend sanctioning the atrocities which have been committed by them(?) by 
leaving the meanest prisoner in his Custody after what has come to their knowledge. 
 
To William Dickenson Esq. MP                                             Ilchester Bastille July 8th 1821 
 
Sir, I take leave to call your attention to the situation in which you and 
your Brother Magistrates have left me and the other prisoners confined in this Gaol.  Charges of a 
most grave and serious Nature have been prefaced against your Gaoler William Bridle and which 
Charges have not only been proved upon Oath and otherwise (several words and lines ruled out) 
before the Sheriff and Magistrates beyond the power of refutation but many of them have been 
admitted to be true by the said Gaoler.  These  charges with additional facts have been enquired into 
and proved upon Oath before the Commissioners appointed under the Great Seal to investigate the 
Conduct of the Gaoler upon which the Said Gaoler had pleaded Guilty to some of the most serious of 
these charges, namely inflicting Torture upon the Prisoner and introducing a Drunken Populace both 
Bands of Music and flags and banners into the Gaol and dancing therein himself with a Female 
Prisoner for the edification and amusement  of the other prisoners and to the other charges he has 
squarely set up.  After all this instead of placing him in Custody under and an act as you would have 
done any other man who had been charged before you, even upon the oath of one Witness for a 
Hundredth part of the offences of which he stands charged and as I may venture to say convicted by 
confession and incontrovertible proof, yet in the teeth of the Report which the Commissioners must 
and will make even if they should be disposed to (illegible) him which I do not believe they will and 
in spite of the conviction of those Magistrates who heard the charges proved yet this fellow is still 
continued without any constraint in the very responsible Situation of Gaoler in the County Gaol 
having myself and such 200 prisoners left at his mercy.  I appeal to you Sir especially as Chairman of 
the Quarter Sessions who have conveyed so many of these Prisoners to this Gaol, and who must feel 
some anxiety I should hope that your Sentences are carried into execution agreeable to the maxims of 
British Justice tempered with mercy – and yet although you know that this fellow has exercised an 
illegal power far beyond what is enforced by you as Chairman or even by any of the Judges or the 
Secretary of State yet I am left still in his Custody, and he will be I understand found exhibiting 



himself as your confidential officer at the Quarter Sessions on Monday at Bridgwater . Is this decent 
or will (illegible)the character of the Magistrates (illegible).  I have only to add that his impudent 
conduct since you left the Gaol on Thursday has been similar to that which he exhibited when the 
Commissioners left us - having imposed restrictions upon me which are in direct Violation of the 
express orders of the High Sheriff and the Magistrates.  However if he is encouraged by your 
countenance he will not be found backward in resuming all his former insolence to the Magistrates by 
his indolence and cruelty to the Prisoners.  

 I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, H. Hunt. 
P.S.  I beg leave once more respectfully to ask why it is that a Sentence of the Court of Kings Bench 
should be rendered Ten times greater punishment when executed in the County of Somerset than in 
any other County in the Kingdom, or are the unnatural and unnecessary restrictions which are placed 
upon me to be continued because the Magistrates like Dr. Colston do not think a Sentence of Two 
Years and Six Months in your Bastille any punishment at unless my family are excluded from seeing 
me in a respectable way. 
 
The Keeper of Ilchester Gaol is required once more to send the Magistrates Journal to Mr. Hunt that 
he may Copy the Extracts as ordered by the Commissioners, (illegible) by Mr. Coles on the part of the 
Magistrates and confirmed by the Personal (illegible) of the Sheriff and Magistrates to the Said 
Keeper on the day that they gave him notice that they were prepared to hear his defence. 
 
Ilchester July 31st  
 
March(?)  12 Large Ruggs(sic) made for Yeovil Work House at 8/6 
                   12 Blankets made for Mrs. Philips at 14/- each 
 
In Margin:  Marchment  Shoald  Bailey Southend (maybe – hard to read) 
 
continuation of Friday the 23rd   (the start of 23rd is actually on the next page!) 
 
He retired promising that he would do every thing in his power to render our situation as comfortable 
at possible.  When he retired he said – I assure you Mr. Hunt I am very happy you suggested the 
propriety of a Wood Floor but I should have been still more pleased to have suggested it myself. 
 
June 24 Saturday 
 
Bridle came in and sat some time.  He said Mr. Ackland had strongly recommended in the minute 
book that the Magistrates should do everything to make us comfortable.  I complained of the hardship 
misery and inconvenience any of my Friends must suffer if they should come a great distance and not 
be able to see me if they should arrive after 4 o’clock and of their being obliged to quit at the end of 
each Hour even though the Business should be ever so urgent.  Bridle replied that he was obliged to 
act up to the Regulations – But never since he had held the situation did he ever refuse anyone if they 
applied to him to request they may remain a ¼ of an Hour or so to settle any business they might have. 
Such applications had been made but he never refused them but always granted it.  Memo: - the next 
day see Sunday 26th Mr. Cousens of Heytesbury arrived at ½ past 3 when I was at dinner when the 
Hour 4 came I applied to Bridle by Davis for a short time as I had not half settled my Business – 
Bridle flatly refused.  Mr. Cousens rode 70 Miles and was obliged to return without settling anything. 



 
Friday June 23rd 
 
23    Sir John Ackland arrived at Ilchester which was announced by Hobbs and Davis about 12 
o’clock.  About 3 Bridle came in and said that Sir J. Ackland was gone to dine at the Inn and he sent 
his Compliments to say that he would call upon us in the afternoon after he had taken his Dinner – in 
the meantime Hobbs had informed us that he had received orders from Bridle to leave the Factory 
Door open after the People had left their Work that we may enjoy a little fresh air by Walking in the 
Yard in the cool of the Evening.  This necessary accommodation we had earnestly applied for to Mr. 
Phillips the Visiting Magistrate on Saturday Morning the 17th with a promise from him that it should 
be attended to.  We also had repeated this Application to Sir Thomas Lethbridge in the presence of 
Bridle who informed Sir Thomas that he had told Mr. Philips at the time that he did not see the 
slightest objection to it.  This being immediately done upon the arrival of Sir John Ackland was an 
earnest(?) of his disposition to render us those necessary accommodations which had hitherto been 
denied us.  Sir John arrived while we were at Tea and having been seated he expressed every 
disposition to render every facility to make us as comfortable as the confined situation of the Jail 
would admit.  He concurred in the absolute necessity not only of having a deal Floor lad down but 
insisted that the Stones of the present floor should be removed to ascertain whether by excavation and 
draining it might not be made more airy, wholesome and comfortable.  He entreated us in the kindest 
manner to point out every thing we wished to have done, and suggested the erection of Cupboards, 
Shelves, Doors, Windows Curtains etc. etc.  We replied that having now obtained the means of 
securing health by the extension of our walk where there was  something like  a free circulation of Air 
added to the suggestions that he had made, it did  not at that moment seem to us that we had any other 
particular request to make or any think(sic) particular to complain of But the great inconvenience of 
not being able to see our Friends who came from a distance at all reasonable Hours.  We strongly 
remonstrated against such exclusions as never having been contemplated by the Court under whose 
sentence we were confined.  Sir John admitted that when the Rules were made which excluded 
Visitors except at particular Hours the Magistrates did not certainly expect or take into their 
consideration the probability of having Male Prisoners sent from the Court of Kings Bench.  But 
added that the rules were made by the Magistrates and they who made the rules could also alter them. 
We earnestly required that our Friends should be admitted at all reasonably Hours, in the propriety of 
which he appeared unequivocally to concur and commanded that we made the applications that in that 
general way and he had no doubt it would receive the sanction of his Brother Magistrates as the 
request was perfectly reasonable.  Having spent nearly an Hour* 
(I think the asterisk indicates that it is continued elsewhere – in fact on an earlier page!  See above.) 
 
(The following passages seem to me to be in two new and different handwritings, and the writer refers 
to Mr. Hunt in the third person.  Yet at the end of one paragraph  are the initials HH.) 
 
Sunday 25th June 1820 
 
A friend of Mr. Hunts a Mr. Cousins from Heytesbury Distant from hence 35 Miles came today to 
visit him.  He arrived at the Gaol about ½ past 3 o’clock.  He then came while we were at dinner but 
before a few words were exchanged the hour of his departure was announced by the Turnkey.  Mr. 
Hunt sent his compliments to Mr. Bridle to request that the interview might be extended a few 



minutes as he had business with His friend who had come 35 Miles on purpose to see him.  Mr. Bridle 
refused to comply with this request. 
 
Mr. Hobbs called about 11 o’clock this morning stating that as his labourers were not at work in the 
Factory of course we might walk there to day at the times most convenient for ourselves and that 
therefore he left the door open which separates our Ward from the manufactory. 
 
Mr. Bridle called about 2 o’clock demand that we would put down on paper the particulars of any 
thing we wanted such as Selves (sic) Cupboards etc. and give it to him – and enquired if Mr. Hunt was 
going to Chapel, and, if not, that he would favor(sic) him with an excuse.  Soon after the departure of 
Mr. Bridle, Hobbs came to inform us that He had been reprimanded for opening the door of the 
Factory and that we were not to be permitted to walk there today – the door was immediately closed 
and remained shut all the remainder of the day.  We requested Hobbs to go again to Mr. Bridle to 
ascertain if this was not a mistake.  He returned to tell us he was superseded from any longer attending 
to the Door – in future Mr. Pike would have charge of it and that Mr. Bridle told him he would 
determine by and by whether he would order it to be opened or not.  It was not opened this Evening. 
 
Mrs. Bridle, Mrs. and Miss Hobbs, and Mr. Bethel(?) visited us at 9 o’clock and remained until 10 or 
a few minutes past.  Mrs. Bridle expressed much surprise at seeing us locked out from the 
Manufactory parade. 
 
Today has been excessively and oppressively hot - the Yard like a heated oven. 
 
Dispatched a parcel to London coach. 
 
The Water in the Pumps very foul – HH. 
 

 


